chapter eleven

Introduction

1. The beginning of this chapter is another case of chapter and verse divisions not being inspired; most interpreters recognize that the first verse of our chapter should be the last verse of chapter 10.
2. This chapter contains one of the most specifically fulfilled sets of prophecies in the Bible, accurately predicting history over a period of 375 years.
3. This chapter is so specific that many critics, who deny supernatural revelation, have insisted that it must be history, written after the fact, only claiming to be divinely inspired.
4. As Joyce Baldwin states “Though all of this is presented as if it were future, the considered opinion of most scholars is that the writer was using an accepted literary form, which would have deceived no one.  The intention of the author would be to show that the course of history was under the control of God, and so he achieved his purpose.”
5. However, such a view must undermine confidence in the entire book, as all liberals attempt to do with the supernatural portions of the Bible they cannot accept.
6. Further, as Baldwin continues, “Given that the dating of 165-164 BC is correct, the so-called revelation was in fact nothing of the sort…it follows that the preparation for the vision in chapter 10 was also a fiction put in as local color for the sake of effect.”
7. I will refrain from the obvious statement that women make lousy exegetes.

8. One primary problem that these people continually complain about is the degree of detail that is contained in this prophecy.

9. Details, which they say, dealing with events which are of such small comparative importance in the history of the world, and yet are so minutely depicted here.

10. While we can adduce a number of detailed prophecies, perhaps the greatest would have to be the amount of detail pertaining to the First Advent, which had over 50 specific prophecies about the person and work of Messiah.

11. The real issue relates to the omniscience of God; if He is omniscient, revelation may be as detailed or as general as God elects to make it, with detailed prophecy being no more difficult or incredible than broad predictions.

12. The expositor of scripture cannot waver or allow for two views; either this is genuine inspired prophecy or it is not.

13. The fact that it corresponds so closely to history is simply a marvelous confirmation of the fact that when prophecy is correctly interpreted, it is as accurate as the history it portends.

14. These lesser prophecies about the rulers of the Medo-Persian Empire and the Greeks to follow have been fulfilled with amazing accuracy. 

15. This accuracy about what some consider unimportant events is designed to strengthen the faith of believers in the prophecies about things that will come to pass in their time of history.

16. The chapter is easily divided into two distinct sections; the first describes the major rulers of the Medo-Persian Empire and then provides some of the major events of the Greek Empire.  Dan. 11:2-35

17. The entire period from the death of Antiochus Epiphanes to the time of the end, which Daniel has been told is the key to understanding these things (Dan. 8:17,19), is omitted since the Church Age was a mystery not revealed to the Old Testament prophets.

18. The last section of the chapter deals with the Antichrist, the last Gentile ruler who will be in power when Christ returns.  Dan. 11:36-45

11:1 "And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection for him.  {waw + pron. ynIa]—pref. b + f.s.n.c. hn"v'—f.s.adj. dx'a,--pref. l + Darius the Mede—Qal inf.const. + 1s suff. dm;[' lit. my standing—pref. l + Hiphil part.m.s qz:x' when not used of physical strength, has the nuance of making strong, encouraging, lit. my standing was for the purpose of causing strength—waw + pref. l + m.s.n. zA[m' a place or means of safety or protection, a refuge, fortress or stronghold—for him}    

Exposition vs. 1

1. As we pointed out in the introduction to this chapter, the first verse of chapter 11 actually completes the thought of the last verse of chapter 10.

2. The angel that is communicating to Daniel (which may be Gabriel) has just informed Daniel that only he and Michael were engaged in the conflict against the demons that ruled he Medo-Persian Empire and the coming Greek Empire.

3. The book of Daniel is an object lesson in the work of Satan, as he attempts to neutralize individual believers like Daniel.

4. He is always at work attempting to neutralize the nation of Israel, knowing that many specific prophecies have been made to these people.

5. The most recent prophecy contained the information regarding the regathering of the nation following 70 years of captivity, something that the demons steadfastly opposed.

6. This is the basis for the warfare, the great conflict that Daniel alluded to in the first verse of chapter 10.

7. A very powerful demon was operating in the court of the Persian kings, attempting to block the reconstruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, and to advance Satan’s anti-Semitic policies.

8. While not explicitly stated, the only inference that one can draw about the sudden introduction of Michael into this revelation is that he had been involved in the warfare in the Persian court as well.

9. This is deduced from several things:

a. The impasse that existed for 21 days existed because the angel had been left there, suggesting that someone had departed.  Dan. 10:13

b. The angel explicitly says that there is no one who stands firmly with me against these princes except Michael, indicating that they had fought together.

c. Further, the correct translation and interpretation of the first verse of this chapter clearly indicates involvement between the two angels.

10. Therefore, it seems that Michael had been fighting these same forces, was called elsewhere leaving this angel alone, relieved him temporarily so he could bring this prophecy to Daniel, and would be relieved by this angel once the prophecy is delivered.

11. The angel informs Daniel that he actually began his work in the Medo-Persian Empire during the first year of Darius the Mede.  539 BC
12. This takes us back to the events of chapter 6, when the commissioners and satraps conspired against Daniel and Darius.  Dan. 6:4,6
13. This round of anti-Semitism makes it quite clear that there was a concerted effort to turn the new kingdom against Daniel and the Jews.
14. What we observed on the human level, with the conspirators working to have Daniel killed, had a corresponding angelic conspiracy that was behind it.
15. While the grammar of the New American Standard translation may appear vague, the Hebrew is very explicit, with the emphatic pronoun ynIa] (‘aniy—I) beginning the sentence and in obvious contrast to Michael your prince at the end of chapter 10.
16. The problem that most interpreters have with identifying the unnamed him at the end of the first verse in chapter 11 is their assumption that the terms encouragement and protection could not be used of an angel.
17. The nuance of the verb dm;[' (‘amadh—stand, arise), in this context, means to come forth in history for the purpose of acting, or affecting history.  Dan. 8:23, 12:1
18. The term can also have the nuance of arising for the purpose of military activity, something that would be quite appropriate in this context of angelic conflict.  Josh. 10:8
19. The two specific reasons for the angel arising is seen in the two terms that follow, both being introduced by a prefixed l (lamedh), which are used to denote purpose.
20. The first term is actually a Hiphil participle of qz:x' (chazaq) and means to hold something, then to support or strengthen, and comes to have the nuance of making strong for battle.
21. The second term protection means a place of safety or refuge, and suggests that when these two angels worked in concert that the demonic forces could not overpower them.
22. This angel was assigned to help Michael in the warfare that was raging in and around the Persian court.
23. The occasion for this spiritual warfare was the restoration of the believing remnant to the Holy Land, and the reestablishment of their commonwealth.
24. Knowing that such a development could ultimately lead to the appearance of Messiah, Satan was vehemently opposed to this return.
25. Satan and his armies were determined to thwart the renewal of the nation and the deliverance of its people from destruction at the hands of Gentile world powers.
26. The supreme effort to exterminate the Jews would come some 55 years later during the Medo-Persian Empire, in the reign of Ahasuerus (Xerxes I, 486-465 BC).
27. This event is recorded in the book of Esther, when Haman secured the king’s consent to obliterate the Jewish race.  Est. 3
28. Although the name of God is not mentioned in the book of Esther, His providential care is clearly evident.
29. Further, from our study of Daniel, it is evident that there was much angelic warfare in the Medo-Persian Empire during this time, as Satan sought to eradicate the Jews.
11:2 "And now I will tell you the truth. Behold, three more kings are going to arise in Persia. Then a fourth will gain far more riches than all of them; as soon as he becomes strong through his riches, he will arouse the whole empire against the realm of Greece.  {waw + adv. hT'[;--f.s.n. tm,a/ truth, emphatic—Hiphil impf. 1s dg:n" cause to make plain—to you—interj. hNEhi—adv. dA[ yet, more, again—adj. three + melek—Qal act.part.m.p. dm;[' arising, standing—pref. l + Persia—waw + d.a. + adj. fourth—m.s.n. rv,[o wealth, riches—m.s.adj. lAdG"—pref. m + m.s.n. lKo—waw + pref. k + f.s.n. + 3ms suff. hq'z>x, 4X, strength, force—pref. b + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. rv,[o in, with or by his wealth—Hiphil impf. 3ms rW[ to arouse, to incite, used here of miltary action, Jere. 50:9—d.a. + m.s.n. lKo the all, the whold kingdom—s.d.o. + kingdom of Greece}
Exposition vs. 2

1. This verse technically begins the revelation, which spans the time from 535-534 BC, when Daniel is writing to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (vs. 35), then jumps to the time of the end; as is typical of Old Testament prophecies, the mystery dispensation of the Church Age is not mentioned.

2. The angel begins with a declaration that he is going to provide sufficient revelation to Daniel to make the truth conspicuous to him.
3. The usual interjection hNEhi (hinneh—behold, look!) is used to draw attention to the importance of this information.

4. At the time of writing, Cyrus was in the third year of his rule, which began in 537 BC and extended to 529 BC.

5. Therefore, Darius and Cyrus are not included in this information since three more kings are going to arise (future tense) in Persia.

6. The first was named Cambyses II, the son of Cyrus the Great, who ruled in Persia from 529-522 BC.

7. This man is not mentioned by name in the Bible, but he was relatively ruthless and disposed of his brother Smerdis in order to gain unchallenged rule in the Medo-Persian Empire.

8. The most important event that occurred during his reign was the conquest of Egypt, taking Pelusium and Memphis, and then being recognized as the new pharaoh.

9. This came during the transition period between Amasis and his son Psammetichus III, while the Egyptians were unprepared.

10. Cambyses acted much as his father Cyrus, and attempted to assimilate himself into the Egyptian culture, although he thoroughly infuriated the Egyptian priests by suggesting that they could raise their own livestock for sacrifice in an attempt to reduce the temple taxes.

11. Cambyses left Egypt in the spring of 522 BC, had an accident on the way back to Persia, wounded himself with his own sword, and died twenty days later.

12. Following his demise, there was a violent civil war in the Medo-Persian Empire and an impostor claiming to be Smerdis usurped the throne.

13. Smerdis was also known as Bardiya and since this imposter bore a resemblance to the murdered prince, he succeeded in convincing people he was Bardiya.

14. His real name was Gaumata, a Magian priest that threatened the empire and the security of the Jews.

15. In order to win the support of the common people (since he was not truly royalty) Gaumata (a.k.a. Pseudo-Smerdis) promised the people freedom from military service and taxation for three years.

16. Although there were several legitimate heirs to the throne, none attempted to defeat the Magi and restore the kingdom to its rightful rulers.

17. Finally, Darius I the Great (Hystaspes), who was a legitimate Achaemenid prince, took a daring approach and forced his way in the castle in Media, slew the usurpers and their supporters, and was elected king.

18. In order to legitimize himself, he married two daughters of Cyrus as well as the only daughter of the true Smerdis, and attempted to restore the kingdom to the situation that existed under Cyrus.

19. His actions are memorialized in the Behistun Inscription, a carving some 300 feet above ground, recorded in the languages of Babylon, Persian, and Elamite, and sent throughout the empire.

20. Darius had a long reign, from 522-486 BC, and is known in the Bible as the one that confirmed the decree of Cyrus and allowed the Jews to continue rebuilding the Temple.  Ezra 6

21. He not only forced neighboring district to stop their opposition to the Jews; he actually paid for the construction of the second Temple that was completed in 516 BC during his reign.  Ezra 6:6-12

22. In about 514 Bc, Darius embarked on the last great campaign, corssed the Danube, defeated the European Scythians, and subdued Thrace and Macedonia, becoming the master of the largest empire that had ever been created.

23. Many have suggested that Darius was a believer, but there can be no doubt that he was an adminstrative genius, organizing the realm into 20 administrative provinces (satrapies).

24. While this system was evident in Daniel 6 (under a totally unrelated Darius), it was his organizing genius that established it on a permanent footing.

25. In fact, his system became the basis for all governments which rules in western Asia after him; the Roman and Greek systems greatly resembled the Persians.

26. In secular history, he is probably most well known for re-digging the Suez Canal, establishing Royal roads that linked the capitals together, the the introduction of the postal system.

27. During the reign of Darius, the Ionians along the coast of Asia Minor were unhappy with the fact that they had been conquered by Cyrus and were living under Persian rule.

28. In 499 BC, Aristogoras organized a revolt of all the city-states along the coast, which Darius managed to subdue in a five-year military campaign.

29. Darius became obsessed with extracting vengeance on the few states outside Asia Minor that had helped the insurgents, and appealed to Sparta to attack Athens from behind.

30. The Spartans refused and threw his envoy in a well, resulting in an all out Persian attack on the Greek mainland.

31. In 490 BC, they landed at Marathon, after subduing Eretreia, with a force that has been numbered variously, but must have been at least 50,000 men, to face the Greek force of about 11,000.

32. Nevertheless, the massively outnumbered Greeks fought valiantly and won a decisive victory over the Persians, setting the stage for the reign of Darius’ successor.

33. Following these three kings, we are told that a fourth king will gain more riches than all of them.
34. This prophecy was fulfilled by Xerxes I, who reigned from 486-465 BC, who represents the acme of Persian power and the beginning of Persian decline.

35. This man is known in the book of Esther as Ahasuerus, the son of Darius, and grandson of Cyrus; he inherited the obligation to wreak vengeance on the Athenians.

36. The Persian Empire had grown wealthy under Darius and all that wealth was immediately available to Xerxes I.

37. Beyond that he had subdued rebellions in Egypt and Babylon, imposing harsh levies on them that added to his treasury.

38. He determined to use the great wealth of the empire to increase the Persian Empire, desiring to subdue the Greeks, plunder their wealth, and gain revenge for “the wrongs committed by them against the Persians and against my father.”   Herodotus

39. Xerxes I was less tolerant than his predecessors, and abandoned the cautious policy of Darius, ruthlessly crushing revolts against the Empire.

40. In the record of Herodotus, Xerxes I is portrayed as one that claimed to act in the best interests of all Persians, being intent on war with Greece, and extending the Persian territory “as far as God’s heaven reaches.”
41. The Persians had consistently embarked on a policy of expansion; however, it was impossible for them to expand to the east (the terrain of Afghanistan and Pakistan being extremely oppressive), or beyond Egypt (due to the Libyan Desert), to north toward the inhospitable land of the Scythians, so their only choice was to advance westward toward Europe.

42. Current opinion among his advisors suggested that the Greeks were not inclined to fight the Persians and that the conquest would be fairly easy to achieve.

43. Although Xerxes was opposed by one of his father’s advisors, Artabanus, from proceeding on this course of action, his warnings were met with scorn and Xerxes declared him to be a coward.

44. Xerxes informed him that the world does not remain still; he suggested that “either our empire must pass under the dominion of the Greeks, or their land must become the prey of the Persians; there is no middle ground in this quarrel.”
45. Following a series of visions, Xerxes and Artabanus concluded that the divine will for the nation was to fight the Greeks and that all mankind would become the servants of the Persians.

46. Xerxes spent four full years gathering together his armies, ransacking every corner of the empire, and eventually amassing an army in excess of one million men, composed of Persians, Medes, Assyrians, Cissians, Bactrians, and others.

47. After Xerxes had subdued virtually all of Greece down to the Isthmus of Corinth, and the city of Athens had been reduced to ashes, his navy was thoroughly beaten by the Greek fleet at the Battle of Salamis in 480 BC.

48. Although his navy outnumbered the Greeks by about 3-1, Xerxes watched from a distance as the Greek ships rammed the Persian ships, killing many of the Persians, who were unable to swim.

49. Deprived of his naval support, the weakened Persian army was then beaten at the Battle of Plataea in 479 BC, and the invasion was defeated.

50. With this, Xerxes fled back to his home, leaving the army and navy to fight their way back as best they could.

51. The Hellenic league sailed across the Aegean and destroyed the main Persian fleet at Mycale, triggering a revolt in the Greek city-states of Asia Minor.

52. These events set the stage for the next development in the prophecy, the rise of the most notorious Greek leader ever known.

11:3 "And a mighty king will arise, and he will rule with great authority and do as he pleases.  {m.s.n. %l,m,--m.s.adj. rABGI mighty man, hero or champion, warrior—wc + Qal pf. 3ms ~m;['—wc + Qal pf. 3ms lv;m' to rule, exercise dominion—m.s.n. lv'm.mi dominion, rule—m.s.adj. br;--wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['—pref. k + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Acr' to do according to his desire, exactly as he pleases} 

11:4 "But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the compass, though not to his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded; for his sovereignty will be uprooted and given to others besides them. {waw + pref. k + Qal inf.const. + 3ms suff. dm;['— f.s.n.c. + 1ms suff. tWkl.m;--Niphal pf. 3fs rb;v'—Niphal impf. 3fs hc'x' to divide or cut something up—pref. l + f.s.adj. “four”—f.p.n.c. x;Wr—d.a. + m.p.n. ~yIm;v' exact same phrase as Dan. 8:8 only used in these two places—waw + neg. al{--pref. l + f.s.n.c. + 3 ms suff. tyrIx]a; the ones after him, his descendants-- waw + neg. al{--pref.. k + m.s.n. + 3ms suff. lv,mo this term denotes both geographical area of rule and power or authority to rule--rel.part. rvea]—Qal pf. 3ms lv;m'--conj. yKi—f.s.n.c.+ 3ms suff. tWkl.m kingdom, sovereignty—Niphal impf. 3fs vt;n" to pull or pluck something up, God is obviously the agent—supply given—waw + pref. l + m.p.adj. another, other ones--db;L.mi min + l + m.s.n. dB; the string means “besides”—m.p.adj. hL,ae these, i.e. his descendants} 
Exposition vs. 3-4

1. Although the text is not explicit, the last mention of verse 2 was the realm of Greece, which is now the subject of verse 3.

2. One of the results of the Persian attacks on the Greek states by Darius and Xerxes I was to incur the undying hatred of the Greeks, which would eventually result in the defeat of the Medo-Persian Empire.

3. Greece actually existed as a number of city-states that had shown little ability to organize or unify themselves, being ruled by kings, who often were nothing more than tyrants.

4. The major centers were Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and eventually Macedon, with other states in Asia Minor.

5. Following the defeat of the Medo-Persian Empire, the Greeks continued fighting among themselves, the most famous of these conflicts between Athens and Sparta were known as the Peloponnesian Wars.  431-404 BC

6. In 359 BC, Philip of Macedon became the king of Macedon, rising among the competing powers of Athens, Sparta, and Thebes.

7. Although Philip was successful militarily against these groups, eventually taking control of the entire Greek peninsula, he was assassinated in 336 BC.

8. His son Alexander took control of the kingdom, unified the Greeks, conquered Egypt, and eventually defeated the Persian Empire.

9. He is the unnamed subject of our verse, referred to as a mighty king.
10. The phrase he will rule with great authority, may be translated he will rule an extensive dominion; the first emphasizing his supreme power to rule, the second emphasizing the extent of his domain.

11. Both are equally true; no one ever achieved the absolute power or conquered as much territory in such a short period of time as Alexander the Great.

12. The next phrase, he will do as he pleases, is used only here and in Daniel 11:36, and is literally, he will manufacture according to his pleasure/will.
13. This is confirmation of what we were told in Daniel 8:7-8 about the fact that there was none to rescue the ram from his power.
14. Alexander carried a grudge against the Medo-Persian Empire and was determined to destroy them, which he ultimately did.
15. Having accepted the idea of a Persian invasion from his father, Alexander forged ahead since he needed the Persian wealth to maintain his army and pay off the 500 talents he owed to the 10,000 Greek professional troops.

16. Believing that he could defeat any Persian army, Alexander invaded Asia Minor to liberate the Greek cities that had been taken over by the Persians some years before.

17. In the spring of 334 BC he crossed the Dardanelles (the Hellespont), commanding about 30,000 foot soldiers, 5,000 cavalry, and the core of his army the 9,000 infantry phalanx, armed with shields and 17 foot long spears.

18. While this may sound impressive, it was nothing compared to the massive size of the Persian Empire and the incredibly huge armies that were commanded by Darius III.

19. Most sources now claim the King Darius III had a combined force of one million Medes and Persians when he took the field against Alexander in 331 BC.

20. Daniel now observes this goat (the united Greek Empire under Alexander) was moving in an almost supernatural fashion, moving over the surface of the earth without touching the ground.
21. He started his blitz campaigns against the north, taking him across the Danube River; turning west, he then shattered a coalition of Illyrians that had invaded Macedonia.

22. He traveled from Illyria to Thessaly in seven days and to Boeotia (just north of Thebes) five days later, covering some 236 miles with his army in just 12 days.

23. This is a an example of the lightening speed of Alexander as he crushed the Persian armies, overthrew the Persian Empire and eventually conquered the known world as far east as India.

24. In 334 BC, he barely defeated a Persian force sent by Darius at the river Granicus (located in modern Turkey).

25. Although Alexander nearly lost his life in that battle, Darius did not seem to take the threat to his empire too seriously.

26. He continued to advance through Asia Minor, subjugating the tribes in Lycia and Pisida before coming to the city of Gordium in Phrygia.

27. In 333 BC, Darius faced the invader in person near the town of Issus (located in southern Turkey), but suffered a massive defeat, having his family and several ambassadors captured, as well as losing immense stores of booty.

28. At this time, Alexander did not pursue Darius since military tactics demanded that he secure his rear guard.

29. At this point, Darius offered on two occasions to negotiate with Alexander, offering him territory, a large sum of money, and the hand of his daughter in marriage in return for the return of Darius’ family.

30. By this time, Alexander had decided on a policy of world conquest and domination, and Darius’ offers were ignored.

31. Following the destruction of the Phoenician city Tyre, the victorious Macedonians pressed on to Egypt.

32. The Egyptians hated the Persians and welcomed Alexander as a deliverer, according him the honors of the gods. 

33. Alexander’s final brilliant victory at Gaugamela (located in modern Iraq) in 331 BC decimated the power of the Persians in a period of only three years, and irrevocably changed the course of human history.

34. Having decisively defeated Darius and his “Grand Army”, Alexander marched on until he had taken the entire territory of Persia, Babylon, Susa, Persepolis, and Ecbatana.

35. Although the capitals of Persia were now in his hands, Alexander and his armies continued battling toward the east, and in 326 BC he defeated King Porus at the river Hydaspes (located in modern India).

36. At his death in 323 BC, the empire that had been constructed and expanded so rapidly disintegrated even more quickly.

37. Alexander had married the Persian princess Roxana, making her his queen and went so far as to designate his future son by her, Alexander IV, as his successor to the Greco-Persian Empire.

38. Alexander had died without a legitimate successor, so his more important followers (the diadochi) sought to increase their personal power in a bloody scramble.

39. While there were at least eight notable followers that wanted the kingdom, theoretically Alexander’s feeble-minded brother Philip had the real family claim to inheritance.

40. The battle for the throne was on, and eventually four major players emerged to divide up the kingdom of Alexander.

41. Although efforts were made to hold the empire together, the ambitions of such regional commanders as Ptolemy in Egypt, Seleucus in Babylonia, Lysimachus in Thrace and Asia Minor, and Cassander in Greece and Macedonia made this impossible.

42. By 311 BC, Seleucus asserted his claim to independent rule in Babylon, and the other three followed suit about the same time.

43. Despite the earnest efforts of Antigonus (a general that had served under Philip and Alexander) and his son Demetrius, to subdue these separatist leaders, the final battle at Ipsus in 301 BC resulted in the defeat and death of Antigonus and the validation of the claims of the four to independent rule.

44. The prophecy of verse 4 that his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven is fulfilled in the various regions these four men ruled.

a. The Ptolemies ruled the south in Egypt, Palestine and Arabia until 30 BC.

b. The Seleucids ruled over Syria, Babylonia, and east until about 64 BC.

c. Lysimachus ruled toward the north in Thrace and Bithynia.

d. Cassander ruled the farthest west in Macedonia and Greece.

45. His own descendants never occupied the throne in any area, and the infant son of Alexander, who had been born to the Persian princess Roxana, was murdered in 310 BC.

46. Alexander’s uncle, Philip Arrhidaeus, who was an illegitimate brother of Alexander, had been assassinated in 317 BC, fulfilling this portion of the prophecy that it was given to others besides them.
47. However, the men that did succeed him did not rule according to his authority which he wielded, but governed much smaller sections of the empire, with much less political and military power.

48. The fact that his sovereignty/royal power will be uprooted refers to the action of God, removing this very powerful man from history, and putting an end to his internationalist plans.

49. God is opposed to internationalism and Alexander was the chief exponent of this evil in his day, as recorded in The Cambridge Ancient History, 
“Alexander inspired the vision of a world in which all men should be members one of another, citizens of one state without distinction or race or institutions, subject only to and in harmony with the common law imminent in the universe…”

11:5 "Then the king of the South will grow strong, along with one of his princes who will gain ascendancy over him and obtain dominion; his domain will be a great dominion indeed.  {waw + m.s.n. %l,m,--d.a. + name bg<n< lit. dry or parched regions, normally of a region south of Judah, but here must be viewed as further south in Egypt since a nation is in view—Qal impf. 3ms qz:x' to grow firm or strong—waw, accompaniment + prep. !mi + m.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. rf; prince, leader—waw + Qal impf. 3ms qz:x'—prep l[; + 3ms suff.—waw + Qal impf. 3ms. lv;m' to have dominion, to rule or reign—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. hl'v'm.m, rule, domain, area of rulership—m.s.adj. br;--m.s.n. lv'm.mi 3X, ruler, dominion}
11:6 "And after some years they will form an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the South will come to the king of the North to carry out a peaceful arrangement. 

But she will not retain her position of power, nor will he remain with his power, but she will be given up, along with those who brought her in, and the one who sired her, as well as he who supported her in the appointed times.  {waw + pref. l + m.s.n. #qe—f.p.n. hn"v' toward the end of years—Hithpael pf 3mp rb;x' to unite, reflexive, join themselves together—waw + f.s.n.c. tB;--king of the Negebh—Qal pf. 3fs awB—prep. la, + king of—d.a. + f.s.n. !Apc' lit. hidden or dark, north, north parts—pref. l + Qal inf.const. hf'[' purpose—m.p.n. ~yrIv'yme the verb means to be level, straight, upright, this noun has the idea of justice and equity, fairness—waw + neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3fs rc;[' to retain—m.s.n.c. x;Ko—d.a. + f.s.n. [;Arz> arm, shoulder “the power of the arm=her position of power-- waw + neg. al + Qal impf. 3ms dm;[' to stand, to remain—waw “with” + f.s.n. [;Arz> arm, shoulder—waw + Niphal impf. 3fs !t;n"—pron. ayhi “she”—waw + Hiphil part.m.p.c. + 3fs suff. awOb those causing her to come in—waw + d.a. + Qal act.part. m.s + 3f suff. dl;y" to have labor pains, to bring forth a child, masculine emphasizes father—waw + Hiphil part.m.s. + 3fs suff. qz:x' lit. causing her to be strong, support—pref. b + f.p.n. t[e cf. Neh. 13:31} 
Exposition vs. 5-6

1. Beginning with this verse, Daniel will record prophecies that deal with the various struggles between the kings of the south (Egypt) and the kings of the north (Syria), culminating with the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes.

2. This period of history covers about 150 years, beginning with the splitting of the Greek Empire and extending until about 164 BC.

3. As we have noted, this is one of the most detailed portions of prophecy, with no generalities but very specific and accurate predictions.

4. There are no biblical references to these events (other than what we find here) since this all occurred during the inter-testamental period.

5. However, the conflicts between Egypt and Syria are well attested in history, bringing misery on the Jews, who lay between the two competing powers.

6. While the king of the South is not identified in verse 5, it is clear from verse 8 that it is a reference to the man in power in the land of Egypt.

7. The king of the North is never identified as Syria since no such nation existed at the time of Daniel and such a reference would be impossible.

8. The first king of the South we will examine is known to history as Ptolemy I Soter, son of Lagus, a general in the army of Alexander the Great, who ruled from 323-285 BC.

9. Following the death of Alexander, who had died without a legitimate successor, his more important followers (the diadochi) sought to increase their personal power in a bloody scramble that lasted about 20 years.

10. In 315 BC, Ptolemy I, Cassander, and Lysimachus formed an effective alliance to check the power of Antigonus, who aspired to be the second Alexander.

11. Ptolemy I demanded that Antigonus yield part of the Asian territory, which he had conquered, to Seleucus I Nicator.

12. Seleucus I had been driven out of Babylon by Antigonus, and when Antigonus refused to meet Ptolemy’s demands, fighting ensued.

13. In 312 BC, Ptolemy and Seleucus defeated an army led by Demetrius, Antigonus’ son at Gaza.

14. From there, they pressed on and captured important Syrian cities, including Sidon.

15. Once they had overrun the entire region of Syria and Phoenicia, Ptolemy took many captives and transplanted them in Egypt, including a large number of Jews.

16. During this time, the powers of Egypt tended to allow the Jews to live in peace and observe their religious and cultural traditions.

17. Although, like other conquered powers, they paid tribute to the Egyptian government, local affairs were administered by the High Priests, who had been the effective governors of Palestine since the time of the Persians.

18. The prince who grew strong with Ptolemy I Soter is known to history as Seleucus I Nicator, who help power from 312-281 BC.

19. His alliance with Ptolemy resulted in the defeat of Antigonus, paving the way for Seleucus to gain control of the entire area from Asia Minor to India.

20. Over time, he became more powerful than Ptolemy, who was content to rule in Egypt and Seleucus indeed gained ascendancy over him and obtained dominion.
21. When Antigonus was finally defeated at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BC, Seleucus gained control over a large part of Asia Minor and Syria, founding Greek colonies such as Seleucia and Antioch.

22. He finally won control of Asia Minor by defeating Lysimachus at the battle of Corupedion in 281 BC, marking the end of the Diadochi.

23. Seleucus was murdered before he could achieve his ambition of seizing the vacant throne of Macedonia and succeeded by Antiochus I.

24. As this prophecy proceeds, the terms king of the North and king of the South will refer to whoever was ruling in Syria and Egypt, and not only to Ptolemy I and Seleucus I.

25. Verse six begins with an indefinite chronological note that informs us that some years have passed.

26. Ptolemy I Soter was replaced at his death by Ptolemy II Philadelphus in Egypt, while Seleucus I Nicator was succeeded by Antiochus I Soter in Syria.

27. Ptolemy II Philadelphus ruled Egypt from 285-246 BC and the subject of verse 6 is the alliance that was forged between Syria and Egypt during his reign.

28. Ptolemy II is probably most well known for building a canal that linked the Nile to the Gulf of Suez, and his commissioning of 70 Jewish scholars to translate the Pentateuch into Greek to be placed in the Great Library at Alexandria.

29. The three major powers at that time were the Ptolemies in Egypt, the Seleucids in Syria, and the house of Antigonus in Macedonia.

30. The Seleucids and Antigonids were either singly, or unitedly, at war with the Ptolemies for most of the 3rd century BC.

31. In 275 BC, Ptolemy II invaded Syria but was repulsed by Syrian forces; however, his naval power allowed him to prolong the war and hostilities ceased in 272-271 BC without a decisive victory for either side.

32. In 261 BC, Antiochus II Theos succeeded his father Antiochus I Soter (who is completely omitted in our passage) and war broke out with the Ptolemies again.

33. The results were inconclusive, but a treaty of peace was finally arranged between Antiochus II Theos, and Ptolemy II Philadelphus, under which Antiochus II was to marry the daughter of Philadelphus.

34. The daughter of the king of the South is Berenice I who was betrothed to Antiochus II to bring peace to the two warring houses or, as the Hebrew puts it for the purpose of manufacturing a straightening.
35. So, the daughter (Berenice I) of the king of the South (Ptolemy II Philadelphus) came to the king of the North (Antiochus II Theos) to carry out (ratify) a peaceful arrangement.
36. However, this brought about some serious complications since Antiochus II already had a wife, a powerful and influential woman named Laodice, who was put aside at the request of Ptolemy.

37. She did not take kindly to being divorced and having her son Seleucus Callinicus disinherited, despite the obvious political advantages that came from an alliance with the house of Ptolemy.

38. Ptolemy II Philadelphus died in 246 BC, and Antiochus restored Laodice to her position as queen and put Berenice away.

39. Although she had been restored, Laodice organized a successful conspiracy; she poisoned Antiochus II (Hell has no fury…), and pursued Berenice and her son to Daphne and had them put to death.

40. This fulfilled the prediction that she (Berenice) will not retain her position of power.
41. The following phrase nor will he remain with his power refers to the fact that within a few years of the marriage, Ptolemy II Philadelphus would meet his own demise.

42. The following phrase she will be given up refers to the fact that Berenice, and all that was aimed at by the arranged marriage will come to nothing.

43. As was very common in royal houses, when the queen was disinherited, all those that were associated with her came under similar treatment.

44. In a sense, when Antiochus restored Laodice to the throne, Berenice, those who brought her in, and the one who gave birth to her, and anyone who supported her were effectively given up as being inconsequential.

45. The final term in the Hebrew text is used in one other place and has the meaning of appointed times, emphasizing that all these events came to pass exactly at the proper time in God’s plan.

11:7 "But one of the descendants of her family will arise in his place, and he will come against their army and enter the fortress of the king of the North, and he will deal with them and display great strength.  {wc + Qal pf. 3ms dm;[' lit. standing—pref. m + m.s.n.c. rc,nE 4X, branch—m.p.n.c. + 3fs suff. vr,vo roots, used of the source of one’s existence—m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Ke lit. a base or the place on which something stands, “place”—waw + Qal impf. 3ms awB—prep. la, + d.a. + m.s.n. lyIx; to be firm or strong, an army or the wealth one acquires—waw + Qal impf. 3ms awB—pref. b + m.s.n.c. zA[m' place or means of safety, a stronghold, a refuge—king of the North—wc + Qal impf. 3ms hf'[' do, manufacture—pref. b + 3mp suff.—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms qz:x' he will have strength, to prevail or be victorious}
11:8 "And also their gods with their metal images and their precious vessels of silver and gold he will take into captivity to Egypt, and he on his part will refrain from attacking the king of the North for some years.  {waw + conj. ~G: also, indeed, even—their elohiym—prep. ~[I + m.p.n.c. + 3mp suff. %ysin" from the verb, to pout out, usually a drink offering or libation, also used of pouring molten images-- prep. ~[ + m.p.n.c. yliK. vessels, utensils—f.s.n.c. + 3mp. suff. hD'm.x, precious, desirable, valuable, “prized” –of silver and gold—Hiphil impf. 3ms awB he will cause to come—pref. b = s.d.o. + m.s.n. ybiv. captivity, captive, prisoner. This masculine noun, used forty-seven times in the OT, in at least three out of every four appearances indicates "captivity." 

That is, it speaks of the situation wherein people and/or animals (e.g. horses in Amos 4:10) are taken prisoner by a hostile military or para-military group, and with this comes a subsequent loss of freedom, various deprivations, and sufferings, and usually an enforced removal from their homes to a place of the captors' choosing, often to a foreign country-- ~yIr;c.mi—waw + pron. aWh he, for his part—Qal impf. 3ms dm;[' lit. he will stand—pref. b + m.s.n. %l,m, to stand off from, to refrain, to hold back—of the North—f.p.n. hn"v'}
11:9 "Then the latter will enter the realm of the king of the South, but will return to his own land.  {wc + Qal pf. 3ms awB the unnamed subject is the king of the North— pref. b + f.s.n. tWkl.m; realm, dominion, kingdom—king of the South—wc + Qal pf. 3ms bWv to turn or return—to his land}
Exposition vs. 7-9

1. The prophecy continues, moving ahead in time to deal with the reprisals that came about following the murder of Berenice, igniting the Laodicean War.
2. The literal Hebrew of verse 7 states that a branch from her root will arise, referring to a descendant of the line of Ptolemy II Philadelphus.

3. The exact descendant in view is the brother of Berenice and son of Ptolemy II, Ptolemy III Euergetes, who reigned in Egypt from 256-221 BC.

4. He rose to power at the death of his father and organized a great expedition of force against Syria to avenge his sister’s death.

5. He waged war against Syria from 246-241 BC, coming against their army and entering the fortress of the king of the North.
6. Following the murder of Berenice, Antiochus II, and all those associated with the failed treaty, Laodice succeeded in having her son Seleucus II Callinicus installed as the new king of the North.  246-225 BC.

7. Upon entering the fortress of the king of the North, he will deal with them and display great strength.
8. The first statement about dealing with them is a reference to the fact that when he took the capital of Antioch, he not only pillaged it, but killed Laodice as well.

9. The reference to his great strength is proven by his victorious campaign against the Seleucids, eventually conquering territory as far east as the Euphrates.

10. Although Ptolemy Euregetes did not see fit to add or attempt to keep much of his Syrian conquest, he did shatter the Seleucid navy in the Aegean Sea and remained the foremost naval power in that region for the rest of his reign.

11. During the course of his war, unrest in Egypt forceed him to withdraw from the Syrian conquest and return to his native Egypt.

12. Verse 8 details the plunder that Euergetes took back to Egypt following the successful war against the Syrians; including their idols and precious vessels of silver and gold.
13. These idols and sacred treasures were not the property of the Seleucids, but had been taken from the Egyptians by Cambyses in 524 BC.

14. For the return of their national treasures, Ptolemy III was received by the Egyptian populace with adulation, and was acclaimed their benefactor Euergetes against the hated Persians.

15. With Ptolemy III no longer on the battlefield, Seleucus II managed to recapture much of his territory, attempting to capture Palestine, but being unable to do so. 

16. Peace finally was declared in 240 BC between the two warring factions, and Ptolemy refrained from attacking the king of the North for some years.
17. Since Ptolemy was very occupied with his conquests in the Aegean at that time, he left the king of the North alone.

18. Verse 9 is a very concise statement of the fact that Seleucus II Callinicus engaged in a military move into Ptolemaic territory, in an attempt to regain control of northern Syria and Phoenicia, probably in the 230s BC.

19. However, there is no record of any attempt to invade Egypt proper, and as our verse says, he returned to his own land.
11:10 "And his sons will mobilize and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one of them will keep on coming and overflow and pass through, then he will return to wage war up to his very fortress.  {and his sons (king of the North)—Hithpael impf. 3mp  hr'G"  to rouse oneself, to engage in strife or war against someone—wc + Qal pf. 3mp. @s;a' to gather or collect, “assemble”—m.s.n.c. !Amh' mass, multitude, crowd—m.p.adj. br; great, much or many—m.p.n. lyIx; strength, force, warriors—wc + Qal pf. 3ms awB note change to 3ms--Qal infin.abs. awB coming—wc + Qal pf. 3ms @j;v' to overflow, fig. of invading armies—wc + Qal pf. 3ms rb;[' to pass by, through, or over—waw + Qal impf. 3ms bWv—Hithpael impf. 3ms hr'G" wage war--hr'G"—prep. d[; + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. zA[m' fortress}  
11:11 "And the king of the South will be enraged and go forth and fight with the king of the North. Then the latter will raise a great multitude, but that multitude will be given into the hand of the former. {and the king of the South—wc + Hithpalpel impf. 3ms rr;m' reflexive, to embitter oneself, to make oneself angry or enraged—wc + Qal impf. 3ms ac'y" go out or forth—wc + Nihpal pf. 3ms ~x;l' to wage war—prep. ~[I + 3ms suff.—prep. ~[I + king of the North, emphatic—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms dm;[' he will cause to stand, to assemble—m.s.n. !Amh' multitude, here for war, an army—m.s.adj. br;--d.a. + m.s.n. !Amh'—wc + Niphal  pf. 3ms !t;n" –into his hand}
11:12 "When the multitude is carried away, his heart will be lifted up, and he will cause tens of thousands to fall; yet he will not prevail.  {d.a. + m.s.n. !Amh'--wc + Niphal pf. 3ms af'n" to be lifted up, in warfare to capture and carry off—m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. bb'le—Qal impf. 3ms  ~Wr for the heart to be lifted up=arrogance—f.p.n. ABrI ten thousands—wc + Hiphil impf. 3ms lp;n" perfect example of the causative stem—waw + neg. al + Qal impf. 3ms zz:[' 11X, to show strength or boldness, to overpower someone, to prevail} 
Exposition vs. 10-12

1. This verse introduces an important new development in the struggle between the two great powers that dominated the near east during the intertestmental period.

2. His sons refers to the offspring of Seleucus Callinicus, who had attempted an unsuccessful incursion into the regions that were controlled by the Ptolemies.

3. Ptolemy III Euergetes had successfully defeated Callinicus and occupied Palestine, which Callinicus had invaded, hoping to reclaim his lost territory.

4. Seleucus II Callinicus died in 225 BC, and was succeeded by his two sons Seleucus III Soter (Ceraunus), and Antiochus III The Great.

5. The first of these sons assumed the throne and ruled for some three years before he was assassinated.  225-223 BC

6. During this time, he had begun to assemble a force, with the help of his younger brother, in order to attack the Ptolemies and regain the territory that had been lost by their father.

7. The Seleucid Empire was in a state of decline, and Antiochus III The Great was determined to restore its former glory, and recreate the empire from Egypt to India.

8. Coming to the throne in 223 BC, he first had to suppress a revolt in the eastern province; his governor, Molon, had turned against him and set himself up as an independent king.

9. After defeating that threat in 220 BC, Antiochus III next launched an expedition against Phoenicia and Palestine in 219-218 BC, that placed these regions back under Seleucid control.

10. That is the force of the figurative phrase he will overflow and pass through, using a metaphor for rushing water to describe military conquest.

11. The king of the South is now Ptolemy IV Philopater, who reigned in Egypt from 225-204 BC.

12. He is most well known for marrying his sister Arsinoe; in addition, his life of debauchery, love of ease, and lasciviousness are well attested.

13. He ultimately proved to be so degenerate that he had his uncle, brother, and mother killed at the suggestion of his minister.

14. Under his rule a period of decline ensued; his devotion to the pursuit of physical pleasures led to neglect of both army and navy, making his rule vulnerable to the attack of Antiochus III.

15. Antiochus III penetrated as far south as Caesarea, but withdrew back to Syria, where he gave Ptolemy a truce for four months, only to again wage war up to his fortress.  Heb. bWv  (shubh—return)

16. This fortress is a reference to Raphia, a border-fortress of Egypt located near Gaza, which prevented incursions into the land by way of Edom and Arabia.

17. The Battle of Raphia in 217 BC was the result of the aggressive military exploits of Antiochus III and came at a time when Egypt was in somewhat of a crisis of leadership.

18. The army of the king of the South (Ptolemy IV Philopater) was very weak, but his talented minister, Sosibius, saved Egypt by enrolling and training an army of natives Egyptians.

19. Ptolemy Philopater was exceedingly displeased with all the military setbacks, many of which were the fault of his own laziness, stupidity, and refusal to prepare.

20. However, Antiochus now had his attention and he became enraged, literally causing himself to be embittered, and went forth to dispatch his foe.

21. The battle was quite large, and pretty evenly matched; both sides had approximately 75,000 total troops, as well as close to 100 elephants each.

22. Although Ptolemy IV defeated Antiochus III The Great in this battle, it actually continued a period of decline for the the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt.

23. The great multitude that was raised by the king of the North was decisively defeated and Antiochus III The Great barely escaped with his life.

24. Ptolemy took Antiochus’ defeated troops  back to Egypt, as seen in the phrase when the multitude is carried away.
25. However, although that great multitude was given into the hand of Ptolemy IV, he did not pursue his advantage and chose to make peace with Antiochus III, who had escaped into the desert.

26. Philopater was already well-known among his own people as being quite indolent, only moving into action when he was forced to do so.

27. With the threat posed by Antiochus III now dispatched, Ptolemy resorted to his previous attitudes.

28. Ptolemy, resenting some of the favor that the Jews had shown toward Antiochus III, now alienated most of the Jewish nation by two acts:

a. Josephus records the fact that he went into Jerusalem and outraged the Jews by going into the Most Holy Place, from which he fled in apparent terror.

b. On his return to Egypt, he aggravated the Jewish resentment by various acts of cruelty and oppression, which were not usual under the Ptolemaic rule.

29. This victory resulted in Ptolemy IV becoming quite arrogant over his good fortune, and he showed no mercy to the captured troops, causing tens of thousands to fall.
30. Following his resounding defeat of the Syrians, Ptolemy compelled Antiochus III to restore all Phoenicia and Palestine back to Egyptian control.

31. This is quite indicative of the lot of the Jews during this portion of history; they served as a buffer between the Syrian (king of the North) forces and the Ptolemies in Egypt (the king of the South), with the more powerful king controlling Palestine.

32. However, the rule of Ptolemy would ultimately not succeed due to his love of ease and pleasure.

33. During his reign, open political revolt developed in Egpt, resulting in Upper Egypt seceding from his rule and establishing a collateral dynasty of native Egyptian rulers.

34. The loss of upper Egypt deprived him of a substantial portion of his tax revenue, making an already bad economy even worse.

35. Eventually, the country of Egypt went off the silver standard and resorted to a bronze standard, further demonstrating the national decline.

11:13 "For the king of the North will again raise a greater multitude than the former, and after an interval of some years he will press on with a great army and much equipment.  {king of the North—wc + Qal pf. 3ms bWv to return, in some contexts, to do again—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms dm;[' cause to stand, to raise an army—m.s.n. !Amh'—m.s.adj. br;--prep. !mi comparison + d.a. + m.s.adj. !AvarI former or previous, ie. the king of the South—waw + pref. l + m.s.n. #qe to or toward the end—d.a. + f.p.n. t[e –f.p.n. hn"v' similar to the construction in 11:6—Qal impf. 3ms awOB + Qal inf.abs. awOb he will come, coming, definite, he will surely come—pref. b + m.s.n. lyIx; strength, Daniel uses it 6X in this chapter and all have the nuance of military strength, an army—m.s.adj. lAdG"—waw + pref. b + m.s.n. vWkr> general term for property or goods, in this context, military equipment—m.s.adj. br;} 
11:14 "Now in those times many will rise up against the king of the South; the violent ones among your people will also lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but they will fall down.  {waw + pref. b + f.s.n. t[e—d.a. + 3p pron. ~he—m.p.adj. br; --Qal impf. 3mp dm;[' they will stand—prep. l[; against, to oppose—king of the South—waw + m.p.n.c. !Be—m.p.n.c. #yrIP' 6X, malicious, destructive, violent—m.s.n.c. + 2ms suff. ~[;--Hithpael impf. 3mp af'n" lift themselves up, exalt—pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. dm;[' to cause to stand, purpose—m.s.n. !Azx' a vision—wc + Niphal pf. 3mp lv;K' to stumble, to trip, passive, to be tripped}   

11:15 "Then the king of the North will come, cast up a siege mound, and capture a well-fortified city; and the forces of the South will not stand their ground, not even his choicest troops, for there will be no strength to make a stand.  {king of the North—waw + Qal impf. 3ms awOB—waw + Qal impf. 3ms %p;v' lit. pour out, to make a seige mound, dirt was carried with baskets and piled up—f.s.n. hl'l.so mound—wc + Qal pf. 3ms dk;l' to capture or seize—f.s.n. ry[I—m.p.n. rc'b.mi fortifications, strongholds—waw + f.p.n.c. [;Arz> lit. shoulders, forces, political or military—d.a. + name bg<n,--neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3mp dm;['—waw ascensive—m.s.n. ~[;--m.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. rx'b.mi what is chosen, picked out—waw + adv. !yIa;--m.s.n. x;Ko—pref. l + Qal inf.const. dm;[' to stand}  

11:16 "But he who comes against him will do as he pleases, and no one will be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his hand.  {d.a. + Qal act.part. awOB—prep. la, + 3ms suff.-- waw + Qal impf. hf'[' he will do, manufacture—pref. k + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Acr' pleasure, delight, favor, will—waw + adv. !yIa;--Qal act.part. dm;[' a standing—pref. l + f.p.n.c. +3 ms suff. hn<P' no one can stand before him—waw + Qal impf. 3ms dm;[' to stand, to remain—pref. b + f.s.n. #r,a,--d.a. + m.s.n. ybic. decorated, beautiful, glorious—waw + f.s.n. hl'K' an end, a completion—pref. b + f.s.n.c. +3ms suff. dy"}

Exposition vs. 13-16

1. Following his defeat at Raphia, Antiochus led an expedition to the eastern provinces of his empire and advanced as far as India between 215-205 BC.

2. He entered an alliance with Philip V of Macedon and attempted to reclaim Egyptian territories from the new king of the South, Ptolemy V, who was only about 7 years old at the time.

3. Ptolemy IV Philopater died first in 204 BC, but his death was kept a secret by the minister Sosibius, who continued to conduct the government as he saw fit, perpetuating the lie that Ptolemy IV was merely indisposed.

4. Philopater’s wife, Arsinoe, was the natural guardian and regent for the infant king Ptolemy V Epiphanes.

5. Following the death of her husband, Arsinoe was basically confined to the palace, and began to be viewed with suspicion by Sosibius.

6. Therefore, even before the death of Ptolemy IV had been made public, Sosibius and Agathocles had Arsinoe murdered in the palace.

7. In about 203 BC, these two announced that Ptolemy IV and his wife had been taken to heaven, and that Ptolemy V was now the recognized king.

8. In 201 BC, Antiochus III managed to assemble another large military force and again began a series of attacks on Egypt, taking advantage of the youth of the new Egyptian leader.

9. His force is called a great army, armed with much equipment, which resulted in bitter fighting in the Palestinian cities, including Gaza.

10. This came about because Ptolemy IV had not pursued his advantage over Antiochus III, and he failed to exploit the victory and completely destroy his enemy.

11. When a nation has no spiritual principles and does not function under basic establishment principles, its military successes do not bring about lasting peace.

12. When the leadership of a nation does not exploit the fruits of military victory, the nation either remains as it was or is weakened; it is never stronger.

13. This has been observed throughout history, with the leadership of our nation being a prime example at the end of WW II.

14. We not only failed to exploit our victory by leaving Stalin and Germany to rebuild, we actually ended up rebuilding our Japanese enemies!

15. Any nation that has no desire to capitalize on their victories will only enjoy immediate success, but will have no long-range prosperity.

16. In addition to the attack coming from the Syrians, Ptolemy was faced other enemies that loomed on the horizon.

17. Not only were the Ptolemies having trouble in Palestine, he was faced with a coalition formed by Antiochus III and Philip V of Macedon, upsetting the balance of power in favor of Syria.

18. The history of Egypt during this time is one of internal plots against the leadership and foreign interventions.

19. The Ptolemaic rule in Palestine had generally been favorable to the Jews, but during this time the Egyptians had launched a counteroffensive to punish those who had chosen to revolt against Ptolemy V and side with the Seleucids.

20. According to Josephus, certain factious men of the Jews exalted themselves, revolted against Ptolemy V, and helped Antiochus’ army with provisions when he attacked the Egyptian garrison at Jerusalem.

21. Without knowing it, these violent ones among your people would only serve to advance the purposes of God, and bring the persecution under the new Seleucid rulers that would culminate in the actions of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, fulfilling the vision.
22. The vision actually emphasizes the information of chapter 8, and also includes the new information recorded in this chapter as well.

23. Although they believed that their actions would ultimately bring freedom to Judah, they did not succeed with their plans, and Israel continued to serve foreign kings.

24. The Jews were under the fourth cycle of discipline at this time and their actions would help replace the benevolent rule of the Ptolemies with the harsh rule of the Seleucids.

25. This serves to demonstrate that human viewpoint solutions to the spiritual problems of a nation are ineffective; revolts and revolutions do not bring freedom to a nation under God’s discipline.

26. Further, these people are viewed as criminals since God has not authorized revolt and revolution against governmental authorities.

27. With revolution among the Jews, who continued to serve as a buffer between the king of the North and the king of the South, Antiochus recovered southern Syria and Asia Minor, winning a decisive battle against the Egyptians in 199 BC.

28. During this time, the Egyptian general Scopas came into Palestine with fire, sword, and confiscated much property of the Jews.

29. These actions outraged the Jews, who were already smarting from the disrepect that they had been shown by Ptolemy, shifted futher sentiment to the cause of Antiochus.

30. The decisive victory for Antiochus III came at the Battle of Paneas (Panium/Panion), where the general Scopas was defeated, his army decimated, and which resulted in his withdrawal into the fortress of Sidon.

31. Verse 15 describes this incident, when Antiochus III besieged the city of Sidon, forcing the General Scopas to surrender.

32. Egypt sent its best military forces to attempt to extricate their besieged general, but the elite troops commanded by Eropus, Monocles, and Damoxenus were completely unable to stop Antiochus III.

33. When Scopas finally surrendered at Sidon in 198 BC, the Holy Land was permanently the possession of the Seleucids, passing from Egyptian control.

34. The almost complete success of Antiochus III is noted again in verse 16 when it states that he will do as he pleases and no one will be able to withstand him.
35. Following the defeat of the most powerful Egyptian forces, Antiochus was welcomed in Israel, the Beautiful Land, as their savior and benefactor.

36. The Jews were generally happy about this turn of events since their land, which had been a buffer between the Seleucids and Ptolemies, would now enjoy peace.

37. The last phrase of verse 16 with destruction in his hand does not mean that Antiochus pursued a policy of destruction, only that he had the capability to destroy if he chose to do so.

38. As we will observe in the verses following, his course was not one of military destruction; he would chose to operate through subterfuge and manipulation.

11:17 "And he will set his face to come with the power of his whole kingdom, bringing with him proposals of peace which he will put into effect; he will also give him the daughter of women to corrupt it. But she will not take a stand for him or be on his side.  {waw + Qal impf. 3ms ~yf—his faces—pref. L + Qal inf.const. awB—pref. B + m.s.n. @q,To 3X, authority, power, might—all his kingdom—waw + m.p.adj. rv'y" right, straight, upright—prep. ~[I + 3ms suff.—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['—Qal impf. 3ms !t;n"—pref. L + 3ms suff.--waw + f.s.n.c. tB;--d.a. + f.p.n. hV'ai—pref. L + Hiphil inf.const. + 3fs suff. tx;v' purpose, to ruin, destroy or corrupt—waw + neg. al{--Qal impf. 3fs dm;['—waw + neg. al{--pref. L + 3ms suff.—Qal impf. 3fs hy"h'}  

11:18 "Then he will turn his face to the coastlands and capture many. But a commander will put a stop to his scorn against him; moreover, he will repay him for his scorn.  {waw + Hiphil impf. 3ms bWv—his faces—pref. L + m.p.n. yai coasts, coastlines –wc + Qal pf. 3ms dk;l' to seize or capture—m.p.adj. br;--m.s.n. !yciq' chief, ruler, or commander—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms tb;v' to cause to cease, put an end to—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. hP'r>x, taunts, reproaches—pref. L + 3ms suff.—conj. yTil.Bi except, moreover—Hiphil impf. 3ms bWv he will return—f.s.n.c. + 3ms hP'r>x,--pref. L + 3ms suff.}
11:19 "So he will turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land, but he will stumble and fall and be found no more.  {and he will turn his faces—pref. L + m.p.n.c. zA[m' place of protection, fortresses—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. #r,a,--wc + Niphal impf. 3ms lv;K' to stumble or stagger, be staggered—wc + Qal impf. 3ms lp;n"—waw + neg. al{-- Niphal impf. 3ms ac'm'}   
Exposition vs. 17-19

1. Following the decisive defeat of Egypt’s foremost military commanders, Antiochus III was convinced that the young king, Ptolemy V Epiphanes, was in no position to withstand him.

2. He was determined to expand the kingdom to the limits it encompassed under Seleucus Nicator.

3. He is the first person in view in verse 17 and the object of his actions is Ptolemy V.

4. He did not believe that military conquest was in his best interest, although it is difficult to explain why; so, he decided on a more subtle approach that would still bring the throne of Egypt under his control.

5. There is a textual question in verse 17 where the Masoretic text uses the masculine plural adjective rv'y" (yashar—right, upright) and another version uses rv'yme (meyshar—even, fair, equitable).
6. The difference in interpretation would be whether or not Antiochus intended to bring upright people with him to influence the negotiations or whether he was offering conditions of peace.
7. There is a similar construction in Daniel 11:6 that was translated peaceful arrangement and it appears that this is what is in view in our verse.
8. As part of his plan, Antiochus III determined to arrange a marriage between the young king Ptolemy V and his daughter Cleopatra I.

9. From this moment on we will see the name of Cleopatra etched strongly in Egyptian history.

10. The unidentified it that follows the word ruin refers to the kingdom of Egypt, both words being feminine in gender.

11. Antiochus’ clear objective was to use the influence of his daughter, who was about 16 at this time, to control the kingdom of Egypt and corrupt/ruin it under Ptolemy V, who was only about 10 at this point.

12. He expected her to henpeck the young man and maintain a strong pro-Seleucid policy in Egypt.

13. The, if Cleopatra should give birth to a son, he would become the legal heir to both crowns and could unite the two empires.

14. However, Antiochus did not succeed in his plans; Cleopatra fell in love with Ptolemy V and consistently sided with her young husband against her father.

15. While both these young people were probably unbelievers, they were blessed with the principle of RM/RW.

16. Cleopatra actually followed the biblical mandate for marriage and separated from her family and gave her complete loyalty to Ptolemy.  Gen. 2:24

17. God used the Divine institution of marriage to undermine the human viewpoint plot of Antiochus to restore the empire of Alexander the Great to himself.

18. Since Cleopatra was so sympathetic to her husband and the Ptolemaic rule, this was clearly a disappointing turn for Antiochus.

19. When she finally did give birth to a royal heir, Ptolemy VI, it gave no particular advantage or political leverage to her father.

20. In fact, when Ptolemy V died in 181 BC, Cleopatra was appointed as queen by the Egyptian government since they were very grateful for her loyalty to their nation.

21. Although his underhanded scheme failed in Egypt, Antiochus turned his attention to the west coast of Asia Minor.

22. Soon after his defeat of Scopas at Panium and Sidon, Antiochus became involved in a war on a new front.

23. The powerful principality of Pergamum and the Aegean coastline of Rhodes became the object of his next conquest.

24. As Antiochus’ forces closed in on their prey, the Rhodians sent urgent appeals to Rome for help.

25. At about this same time, Hannibal arrived in the court of Antiochus from his exile in Macedonia and became a military advisor.

26. Hannibal, who was from Carthage, had expanded the Carthaginian empire into Spain and that caused the Spaniards to appeal to Rome for assistance.

27. Hannibal had determined that the rising Roman power could be defeated if he could take the war to the land of Italy.

28. He knew that the Romans would not expect an attack on Italy through the Alps, since the sea was well guarded by Roman fleets and the land route was too long and arduous.

29. He hoped for the element of surprise and intended to pick up as many Celtic tribes along the route as allies, since many of them had been defeated by Rome in about 225 BC and considered the Romans their enemies.

30. While Hannibal enjoyed a great deal of military success against Italy, Rome eventually invaded Africa, forcing Hannibal to return to Carthage, where he was finally defeated.

31. His presence in the court of Antiochus infuriated the Romans, who believed him to be encouraging the revolt of Carthage and inciting Antiochus against the Romans.

32. Antiochus III was not fearful of the power or Rome; he fully believed that he had the military might to cope successfully with them.

33. In 196 BC, after Antiochus had captured several cities in Aeolis and Ionia, he crossed the Hellespont and the Aegean with his very powerful navy and conquered a considerable amount of territory in Thrace.

34. The term coastland, which usually means islands, included all areas contiguous to the seacoast, whether or not they were actual islands.

35. It was used from earliest times as a term for the Mediterranean, with large islands like Cyprus and Crete, and the numerous smaller islands in the Aegean.

36. About this time, the west central Greek confederacy of the Aetolian League sent a delegation to Antiochus, asking for his assistance against Macedon and the Peloponnesians.

37. He sent a modest naval force in 192 BC to land on the coast of central Greece and help the Aetolians, but proved to be very ineffective.

38. The Macedonians joined forces with the Achaean League to oppose Antiochus, attacking him from the north and the south.

39. At this point, the Romans were all too happy to join in the combat; so they joined their Greek allies to overwhelm the Seleucid command post at Thermopylae.

40. During 192-191 BC, the Romans sent several of their leaders to determine what the future plans of Antiochus were on the Greek mainland.

41. After asking what business he had in Lysimachia, Antiochus was told to leave the autonomous towns of Asia alone and to restore to Ptolemy certain towns that Antiochus and Philip V of Macedon had taken from Egypt.

42. Antiochus did not appear to be bothered by their questions and cleverly (scornfully) replied as follows:

a. The Romans had no more business interfering in Asia than he had to interfere in Italy.

b. He had every claim to Lysimachia since Lysimachus, the man who had founded it, had been defeated in 281 BC by Seleucus I Nicator.

c. If Antiochus was restoring it as a residence for his son after it had been destroyed by those in Thrace, what business was this of Rome’s?

d. He informed the Romans that he would dispose of the matters relating to Egypt and the Ptolemies since he was negotiating a marriage alliance with the Ptolemies.

43. In this war of diplomacy, Antiochus, who was claiming Asia Minor as his traditional sphere of authority, granting the Romans Italy, and leaving the Balkans and Greece as a buffer, was besting the Romans.

44. The Romans saw things quite differently and if Antiochus based his restoration of Lysimachia on the defeat of Lysimachus by Seleucus, then actually Antiochus was also now the ruler of Macedon, which Lysimachus had ruled prior to his defeat.

45. When Antiochus foolishly crossed the Hellespont and landed in Thessaly, he did so with a small military force.

46. He may have been thinking that the Greeks would help in his struggle with Rome, but they resisted since they were enjoying peace with Rome and freedom as well.

47. Antiochus ended up suffering both land and sea losses in his battle with Rome, with his final defeat coming at the battle of Magnesia in 190 BC.

48. Antiochus fled, after losing a battle in which he enjoyed a 2 to 1 numerical advantage, and retreated to Apamea.

49. The Roman commander in view in verse 18 who put a stop to his scorn against him, and repaid him for his scorn was Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus, the same leader that had defeated Hannibal earlier at Zama.

50. The terms, which Antiochus swore to at Amamea were humiliating, are as follows:

a. Stay out of Europe.

b. Leave Asia Minor

c. Keep only 10 ships in his navy.

d. Return to his capital at Antioch in Syria.

e. Pay the largest indemnity ever recorded in the ancient world.

f. Give 20 hostages, including his son, Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

g. Hand over Hannibal, and any others that incited war.

51. As verse 19 indicates, this was the end of the Seleucids as a power in the Mediterranean, and Antiochus was forced back toward the fortresses of his own land.
52. This defeat and Roman expansion into Asia Minor caused Antiochus to have to return to his land and do battle with the satraps, who were now declaring themselves as independent rulers.

53. The final phrase of verse 19 that he will stumble and fall, and be found no more indicates that with the death of Antiochus III, the dream of reviving the kingdom of Alexander died as well.

54. Antiochus was finally killed while attempting to rob a temple of Jupiter in Elymais in order to raise money to pay the heavy fines levied by Rome.

11:20 "Then in his place one will arise who will send an oppressor through the Jewel of his kingdom; yet within a few days he will be broken, though neither in anger nor in battle.   {wc + Qal pf. 3ms dm;[' stand, or arise—prep. l[; + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Ke foot or base, refers to a person’s position or office—Hiphil part.ms. rb;[] causing to pass or go through—Qal act.part. vg:n"  to exert pressure, pressure to labor or pressure from taxation, as here—m.s.n.c. rd,h, 1X. splendor, glory—f.s.n. tWkl.m—waw + pref. b + m.p.n. ~Ay—m.p.adj. dx'a, lit. ones, a few—Niphal impf. 3ms rb;v' be broken, not shattered—waw + neg. al{--pref. b + m.dual.n. @a; lit. with the nose, in angerwaw + neg. al{--pref. b + f.s.n. hm'x'l.mi warfare}
11:21 "And in his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the honor of kingship has not been conferred, but he will come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.  

{wc + Qal pf. 3ms dm;[' stand, or arise—prep. l[; + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Ke foot or base, refers to a person’s position or office—Niphal part.m.s. hz"B' lit. to accord something little worth, to despise, to hold in contempt, a contemptible one—wwaw + neg. al{ + Qal pf. 3mp !t;n" they will not give—prep. l[; + 3ms suff.—m.s.n. dwOh splendor, majesty, glory—f.s.n. tWkl.m;--wc + Qal pf. 3ms awOb—pref. b + f.s.n. hw"l.v; quietness, ease, prosperity—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms qz:x' to cause to be strong, to seize, to take strong grip—f.s.n. tWkl.m;--pref.  b + f.p.n. tAQl;q.l;x] 4X, verb means to be smooth or slippery, used to describe those who operate through subterfuge, devious, flattery, excessive promises}  
11:22 "And the overflowing forces will be flooded away before him and broken,  and also the prince of the covenant.  {waw + f.p.n.c. [;Arz> arm, shoulder, strength—d.a. + m.s.n. @j,v, flood, downpour—Niphal impf. 3mp @j;v' will be flooded—pref. m + pref. l + m.p.n. + 3ms suff. hn<P' lit. from before his faces—waw + Niphal impf. 3mp rb;v' broken, not shattered—waw + conj. ~G: also, indeed, even—m.s.n.c. dygIn"—f.s.n. tyrIB.} 

Exposition vs. 20-22

1. Following the death of Antiochus III the Great, we are introduced to the next ruler in the Seleucid dynasty, still referred to as the king of the North.

2. This leader is said to arise, indicating his appearance on the stage of human history.

3. The king in view is Seleucus IV Philopater, who had inherited the problems brought on the Seleucids by the harsh terms of the surrender of his father, Antiochus the Great.

4. Seleucus was now responsible for raising money to pay the Romans, who extracted some 1000 talents a year from the new king.

5. A talent during Old Testament times was reckoned to be about 75 pounds; by current standards, 1000 talents of silver are worth about $75,000, while 1000 talents of gold are worth nearly half a million dollars.

6. Philopater was not particularly motivated by conquest, was much more retiring than his ambitious father, and did not attempt to expand the kingdom militarily.

7. Therefore, he was faced with the excessive tribute that Rome had demanded and no new tax base from which to extract it.

8. However, the excessive taxation that had been levied by Rome against the Seleucids caused him to tax all the lands under his rule, including special taxes on the Jews.

9. The term rendered oppressor in the New American Standard is the Hebrew Qal active participle of fg:n" (naghas), which means to drive on by demanding oppressive labor or payments.

10. In this context, it refers to the oppressive system of taxation that was levied against the Jews by Philopater.  IIKings 23:35

11. After Antiochus III the Great had conquered Palestine, where he was welcomed as a savior, he was very impressed with the devotion of the Jews to his cause.

12. To demonstrate his gratitude, he set apart a large pension for the Temple sacrificial system, using his treasury to furnish food for the Jews, and providing seeds for their yearly planting.

13. While he was motivated by some selfish aims, the reality is that he wanted these faithful Jews to serve as a buffer between him and his enemies to the south.

14. Although Antiochus III had exempted the Jews from taxation, his successor, Seleucus IV Philopater did not.

15. Seleucus IV actually controlled the Seleucid dynasty from 187-175 BC,  but did not send his tax collector through the Jewel of his kingdom until the end of his career.

16. The term Jewel is used only once, but has an Aramaic counterpart that is means glory or majesty.  Dan. 4:27,33

17. It refers to Jerusalem and specifically to the Temple, which was said to be full of infinite sums of money.

18. Pliny the Elder, a Roman writer and historian, called the Jerusalem of Second Temple times, “the most illustrious city of the East by far, not merely the greatest in Judea.”  Natural History V:xv:70
19. This new system of taxation became problematic for the Jews; some believed that it was morally acceptable to give money to the government, others felt it was sinful and should be avoided.

20. Thus, two opposing factions formed in Jerusalem; the Oniads, under the leadership of the High Priest Onias III, were opposed to helping the Seleucids in any way.

21. The other group was led by a man named Jason, the brother of Onias, who felt the opposite and began sending false, slanderous reports to Philopater about Onias in order to undermine him.

22. The story of these events is recorded in the apocryphal book of II Maccabees, beginning in chapter 3.

23. Seleucus learned from Apollonius, governor of Palestine and Phoenicia, that “the temple treasury in Jerusalem was full of untold sums of money, so that the amount of the funds could not be reckoned, and that it was possible for them to fall under the control of the king.”
24. Philopater then commissioned one Heliodorus to plunder the Temple and to bring its contents to him.

25. At this time, the Temple served as a bank in which the private deposits of widows and orphans were kept for greater security, and II Macc. 3:15-21 describes the panic that gripped the city when Heliodorus came with an armed guard to seize the contents of the Temple.

26. The phrase yet within a few days he will be broken refers to the fact that after Seleucus had commissioned Heliodorus to plunder the temple, he was mysteriously killed.

27. The power that had been granted to Heliodorus only tempted him to higher aspirations; he formed a conspiracy against the king and had him murdered, fulfilling the final portion of verse 20.

28. Following the murder of Seleucus Philopater, Heliodorus proclaimed the infant son of Philopater as the new king in order to control the royal power for himself.

29. The rightful heir to the throne was Demetrius, the elder son of Seleucus Philopater; unfortunately, he had been sent to Rome as a replacement hostage for his father’s younger brother, Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

30. He is the subject of verse 21 and is called a despicable person, using a Niphal participle of  hz"B' (bazah), that which is of little worth, that which is scorned or despised.

31. The Divine viewpoint on this man is that he engaged in an immoral life, persecution, and hatred of the people of God.

32. Intrigue, political expediency, and the lust for power that placed honor as a secondary consideration characterized his life.

33. Given what we know of his nature, some have suggested that Antiochus was involved in the plot to murder his older brother, but he appears to have been in Athens at the time of the killing.

34. In any case, he quickly saw and grasped the opportunity, speedily moved to Antioch with an armed force, and seized power.

35. Heliodorus fled and disappeared from history while the new ruler ascended the throne in 175 BC and ruled until 163 BC.

36. He was a man on whom the honor of kingship had not been conferred, indicating that he occupied his position by dishonorable means.

37. This teaches the reality that men that do not choose to move through normal and legitimate channels may violate the sanctity of any office; they assume what is not rightfully theirs.  Heb. 5:4

38. At this point, there was not much conflict in the region, things had reached a state of political and military equilibrium; it was a time of tranquility.
39. The method of intrigue by which Antiochus took control of the kingdom involved various strategies of calculated mildness and discreet bloodshed.

40. Any prominent competitors for the throne were induced to disappear or commit suicide.

41. The infant son of Seleucus was murder by Andronicus, an agent of Antiochus, who was later disowned by Antiochus and put to death.

42. While verse 22 is not designed to be as specific as some of the other verses dealing with military conquest, it does speak of military activities against the Ptolemies in Egypt.

43. His policy was to throw his intended victims off guard by offering them his friendship and political/military alliance.

44. He would then maneuver for a more advantageous position until he could finally catch them by surprise and gain the victory.

45. The overflowing forces refers to the various factions that existed among the Seleucid kingdom at the time that Antiochus took power and began to consolidate his kingdom.

46. This included Heliodorus and any others that had aspirations toward the throne in Syria.

47. Being broken indicates that they would not stand and would generally die a violent death.
48. The prince of the covenant has been interpreted variously, but the phrase appears only here in the Word of God.
49. The prince is the Hebrew dygIn" (naghiydh), which comes from a verb that means to be high or conspicuous.
50. The term is used some 44 times and is applied to leaders in various fields; governmental, military, and religious.
51. The fact that it must be interpreted as a religious leader is seen in the term that follows tyrIb. (beriyth—covenant), and is partially interpreted for us by the content of verses 28 and 32.
52. During the period of history we are studying in Daniel 11, Israel had no king, was generally dominated by one foreign power or another, and the high priest was the de facto head of the nation at that time.
53. In the early days of Antiochus’ reign, Onias III, a descendant of Simon the Just (who was extremely revered in apocryphal writings), was the high priest in Jerusalem, and a strictly orthodox Jew.
54. The Jews that considered the Greek culture (Hellenization) a good thing, opposed Onias and espoused the cause of his brother Jason.
55. Antiochus may be viewed as some tyrant, determined to enslave a persecuted minority group in Israel, but that is a very simplistic and incorrect view.
56. The reality is that a sizable number of Jews, who were very liberal and worldly in their thinking, were impressed with the possibilities of a greater conformity to the Hellenistic manners and customs.
57. Antiochus simply used the internal dissension that existed among the Jews, coupled with his own need of finances, to interfere in the political/religious affairs of Judea.
58. Jason promised a larger tribute to Antiochus, a bribe in actuality, and succeeded in having his brother, the prince of the covenant, removed from office and having himself installed as high priest.  IIMacc. 4:7ff
59. To Antiochus, the office of high priest was merely a political office, and he would have the right to appoint anyone he chose.
60. However, to the adjusted Jews, the priesthood was of divine origin, and its sale to the highest bidder was looked upon as a sin against God..
61. At this time, the priesthood involved both civil and religious functions; so both viewpoints would appear valid to their respective adherents.
62. Jason continued to encourage the Hellenism of his people, building a gymnasium in Jerusalem that allowed Jewish males to exercise in the nude, according to Greek custom.
63. The Hebrew religion was looked upon as obscure, obsolete, and irrelevant; Jewish names were replaced with Greek names in the “new modern culture”.
64. Antiochus encouraged all this, visiting Jerusalem in 170 BC, and showing his approval to the new order of things by authorizing the citizens to call themselves “Antiochites”, after the name of their new king.
11:23 "And after/from the time an alliance is made with him he will practice deception, and he will go up and gain power with a small force of people.  {waw + prep. !mi + Hithpael inf. const. rb;x' to unite or join things, to make an alliance—prep. la, + 3ms suff.—Qal impf. 3ms hf'[' do, practice—f.s.n. hm'r>mi verb means to use guile, mislead, fraud, deceive—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hl'[' to go up, ascend—wc + Qal pf. 3ms ~c;[' to be mighty, numerous, or strong—pref. b + m.s.adj.c. j[;m. small, little, few—m.s.n. yAG} 

11:24 "In a time of tranquility he will enter the richest parts of the realm, and he will accomplish what his fathers never did, nor his ancestors; he will distribute plunder, booty, and possessions among them, and he will devise his schemes against strongholds, but only for a time.  {pref. b + f.s.n. hw"l.v; quiteness, ease, rest—Qal impf. 3ms awOB will come or go—waw + pref. b + m.p.n.c. !m'v.mi verb means to be or become fat, fatness, prosperity—f.s.n. hn"ydIm. province—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['--rel.part. rvea]—m.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. ba'—neg. al{ + Qal pf. 3p hf'['—waw + fathers of his fathers—Qal impf. 3ms rz:B' 2X, to scatter—f.s.n. hZ"Bi the verb means to take spoil or plunder, it is always associated with warfare and violence, indicating the taking of goods or persons by force, usually as a result of military victory—waw + m.s.n. ll'v' this consisted of women, children, cattle and valuable goods—waw + m.s.n. vWkr> 29X,  and means the goods owned by an individual, it is most similar to English, "worth" or estate."—pref. l + 3mp suff.—waw + Piel impf. 3ms bv;x' in Qal, to think or consider, in Piel to think thoroughly, to plan, devise or scheme—f.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. hb'v'x]m; cognate noun, what one has thought out or devised—prep. l[; + m.p.n. rc'b.mi strongholds, fortified positions—waw + prep. d[; as far as, until—f.s.n. t[e times, appointed times}
Exposition vs. 23-24

1. Following the installation of Jason as high priest, Antiochus continued to operate in his normal, deceptive manner.

2. With the rising tide of Hellenism sweeping among the Jews, those that did not like or appreciate these developments soon began to mobilize a resistance movement.

3. The Hasidim (the pious ones), a term used to describe those Jews who maintained the highest standard of religious observance and moral actions, led the resistance movement against the Hellenistic influences.

4. Antiochus’ alliance with Jason was the beginning of his treachery among the Jews; from that time, he will practice deception.
5. Antiochus viewed the Hasidim, and other conservative Jews, as a divisive force in his empire that he intended to eliminate.

6. Since his real agenda was a united Hellenistic Empire (read restoring the dream of Alexander), he awaited an appropriate opportunity to implement his program.

7. Such an opportunity arose when a dispute erupted between Jason and one of his closest associates, Menelaus the Benjamite.

8. Menelaus had been sent to Antiochus IV with the annual tribute but on his arrival offered Antiochus 300 talents more than what Jason was paying, causing Antiochus to install this Benjamite as the new high priest.

9. Although he had no right to the office, Menelaus returned to Jerusalem with a Syrian garrison to insure order and respect for the new high priest.

10. Jason had operated as the appointed high priest from 175-172 BC, Menelaus would occupy the office from 172-163 BC.

11. These high priests that were now being installed by Antiochus were obviously few in number, explaining how Antiochus could gain power with a small force of people.
12. His was not a military conquest of Judea/Jerusalem; his was a cultural conquest by these sudden changes in Jewish religious culture.

13. His policy of deception worked as follows; Antiochus would advance his cause by coming to people with an overt façade of peace, he would enter into various agreements or alliances, which he would break if they were not to his ultimate advantage.

14. Once he had established himself with power and support in an area, he would then be in a position to sell his political favors to the highest bidders.

15. While there were those Jews that resisted these changes, the time was generally one without significant military conflicts as seen in the phrase in verse 24 in a time of tranquility.
16. His great success with his schemes during this time are recorded in verse 24, and certainly surpassed what had been accomplished financially by his direct and distant ancestors, his fathers, and his fathers fathers.
17. His ancestors, particularly his father Antiochus III the Great, relied much more on military force and conquest to accomplish their goals.

18. Antiochus IV Epiphanes relied on the principles of greed, deceit, and political expediency to accomplish his ends.

19. He was smart enough to know that almost everyone has a price; you can buy almost anything or anyone if the price is right.

20. Once he ad established his own political power and support in any area, he was then free to plunder the wealth of that region as he chose.

21. Specifically, verse 24 refers to his actions as they related to a particular province, the province of Judea, which is called richest parts of the province, and the Jewel of the kingdom.
22. While Menelaus had gained the office of high priest, he soon found that he was having trouble raising all the money he had promised to Antiochus IV.

23. When he was summoned to Antioch to explain his failure to pay the required tribute, he took some of the Temple vessels to use as a bribe for the king’s representative.

24. This worked momentarily until the former high priest Jonathan found out, and he denounced Menelaus as a thief for looting the Temple.

25. When Antiochus came to Jerusalem in 170 BC to defend Menelaus from Jason, Menelaus took the king into the Temple, allowing him to take away the menorah, the altar of incense, and stripping all the gold from the front of the Temple.

26. Andronicus, the king’s representative had Jonathan murdered, causing a great outrage even among the Greeks.

27. Menelaus continued in the office and proceeded to loot the Temple when he could not find other means to pay the tribute.

28. This brought the plunder, booty, and possessions into the court of Antiochus, which he used to further his own schemes.

29. History readily documents the fact that Antiochus IV squandered money lavishly, often presenting gifts to inferiors in his court without any occasion.

30. I Maccabees 3:28-30 records the historical activities of Antiochus as follows: And he opened his coffers and gave a year's pay to his forces, and ordered them to be ready for any need. Then he saw that the money in the treasury was exhausted, and that the revenues from the country were small because of the dissension and disaster which he had caused in the land by abolishing the laws that had existed from the earliest days. He feared that he might not have such funds as he had before for his expenses and for the gifts which he used to give more lavishly than preceding kings.

31. The last portion of verse 24 indicates that Antiochus would begin to think more in terms of military actions, as he would scheme his schemes against strongholds, but only for a time.
32. The military portion of his career really began in about 170 BC, with his invasion of Egypt, which is the subject of the verses that follow. 
33. The last portion of verse 24 indicates that God has the career of Antiochus well in hand, limiting the time that he will be able to pursue his plans of conquest.
11:25 "And he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South with a large army; so the king of the South will mobilize an extremely large and mighty army for war; but he will not stand, for schemes will be devised against him.  {waw + Hiphil impf. 3ms rW[ to arouse or awaken, causal—m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. x;Ko—waw + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. bb'le—prep. l[; + king of the neghebh—pref. b + m.s.n. lyIx; strength, army—m.s.adj. lAdG"  great, large—waw + king of the south—Hithpael impf. 3ms hr'G" to incite, to provoke, to wage war—pref. l + f.s.n. hm'x'l.mi for war—pref. b + large army, same as above—waw + m.s.n. ~Wc[' mighty or strong—prep. d[; + adv. daom. exceedingly, extremely—waw + neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3ms dm;['--conj. yKi—f.p.n. hb'v'x]m; thoughts, devices, plans—Qal impf. 3mp bv;x' to think, reckon, to devise plans –prep. l[; + 3ms suff.}  

11:26 "And those who eat his choice food will destroy him, and his army will overflow, but many will fall down slain.  

{waw + Qal act.part.m.p. lk;a' those eating—m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff gB;-t.P; used only here, Persian loan word, a kings portion—Qal impf 3mp + 3ms suff. rb;v' they will break him—waw + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff.  lyIx;--Qal impf. 3ms @j;v' to flood, overflow—m.p.adj. br;--wc + Qal pf. 3mp lp;n"—m.p.n. ll'x' fatally wounded, slain} 
Exposition vs. 25-26

1. As Antiochus Epiphanes continued to insinuate himself to others by flatter, bribes, intrigue and the like, his apparent generosity would only last a short time.

2. As he accumulated more political and military power, he became determined to turn his attention back to the ever-present conflict between Syria and Egypt.

3. Verses 21-24 speak nothing of military conquests, but only of things accomplished through intrigue in a time of tranquility.
4. The fact that Antiochus had to stir up his strength and courage indicates that this man was primarily a coward that was not inclined to war unless he thought the circumstances favored him.

5. His actions are recorded in the historical book of I Maccabees 1:16ff: Once Antiochus had seen his authority established, he determined to make himself king of Egypt and the ruler of both kingdoms.  17 He invaded Egypt in massive strength, with chariots and elephants (and cavalry) and a large fleet.  18 He engaged Ptolemy king of Egypt in battle and Ptolemy turned back and fled before his advance, leaving many casualties.  19 The fortified cities of Egypt were captured, and Antiochus plundered the country.
6. In this case, Ptolemy VI Philometer was only about 16 years old, and someone that would have seemed to pose very little threat.

7. He had been placed under the control of two guardians, Eulaeus and Lenaeus, marrying his younger sister Cleopatra II.

8. His mother, Cleopatra (the daughter of Antiochus the Great, who had been married to Ptolemy V in verse 17), had assumed the role of regent following the death of Ptolemy V Epiphanes.

9. Perhaps Antiochus Epiphanes supposed that the presence of his sister in the court of Egypt would work to his advantage.

10. In any case, he mobilized a large army and invaded Egypt in 170 AD, moving his army from Syria to he border of Egypt before he was met by the Egyptian army at Pelusium.

11. Ptolemy VI recognized the threat that this posed to his reign and also assembled a large army, hoping to hit Antiochus with a preemptive strike.

12. In spite of his massive army, Ptolemy VI was given very bad advice by his two trusted advisors, Eulaeus and Lenaeus

13. In fact, there is some evidence that these two men became traitors, having been bribed by Antiochus to keep him informed of Ptolemy’s plans.

14. These men demonstrated a complete lack of loyalty, succumbing to the philosophy of Antiochus Epiphanes that everyone has their price.

15. Many people think that money is a proper motivation for action, but the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil.  ITim. 6:9-10

16. It matters little if these two men were the only ones involved; the reality is that those who eat his choice food will destroy him.
17. Ptolemy VI Philometer’s most trusted advisors and closest counselors were responsible for his military defeat at Pelusium.

18. The force of the Hebrew @j;v' (shataph—overflow) seems to be that Antiochus’ army will overwhelm the Egyptians and many of them would lose their lives in the battle, something that is confirmed by history.

19. And those (the counselors of Ptolemy) who eat his (Ptolemy VI Philometer) will destroy him (Ptolemy) but his (Antiochus IV Epiphanes) army will overflow and many (the forces of Ptolemy) will fall down slain.
11:27 "As for both kings, their hearts will be intent on evil, and they will speak lies to each other at the same table; but it will not succeed, for the end is still to come at the appointed time.  {waw  + m.dual.adj. ~yIn:v.—d.a. + m.p.n. %l,m,--m.s.n.c. + 3mp suff. bb'le—pref. l + m.s.n. [r;me bad, evil—Piel impf. 3ms rb;D'—m.s.n. bz"K' lie, falsehood, decpetion—prep. l[; + m.s.n. !x'l.vu a table—m.s.n. dx'a,--waw + neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3fs xl;c' to advance, prosper or be successful--conj. yKi—adv. dA[ yet, more, still—m.s.n. #qe an end—pref. l + m.s.n. d[eAm an appointed time, a particular year} 
11:28 "Then he will return to his land with much plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and he will take action and then return to his own land.  {waw + Qal impf. 3ms bWv—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. #r,a,--pref. b + m.s.n. vWkr> worth, estate, goods—m.s.adj. lAdG"  “great property”—waw + m.s.n. + 3ms suff. bb'le—prep. l[; adversative, against—f.s.n. tyrIB.—m.s.n. vd,qo holy, set apart, sacred—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['—wc + Qal pf. 3ms bWv—pref. l + f.s.n. + 3ms suff. #r,a,}       

Exposition vs. 27-28

1. Antiochus Epiphanes had determined to destroy the Ptolemaic dynasty and annex Egypt under his own control.  IMacc. 1:16-19

Once Antiochus had seen his authority established, he determined to make himself king of Egypt and the ruler of both kingdoms.  17 He invaded Egypt in massive strength, with chariots and elephants (and cavalry) and a large fleet.  18 He engaged Ptolemy king of Egypt in battle, and Ptolemy turned back and fled before his advance, leaving many casualties.  19 The fortified cities of Egypt were captured, and Antiochus plundered the country.

2. His military effort was somewhat successful as seen in the previous verses dealing with the traitors that existed in Ptolemy’s court.

3. However, during the fighting a rumor was started that Antiochus Epiphanes had been killed in battle, and this rumor made its way back to Palestine.

4. The original friction about the High Priest had really begun with Antiochus himself very early in his reign.

5. He had been approached by a younger member of the high priestly family named Jason, who promised the king that if he would depose the current, legitimate High Priest, Onias III, then Jason himself would pay the king a bribe for this service.

6. Antiochus was only too happy to grant this request since it meant more money in his pocket and a puppet ruler in Judea.

7. At this point, we will review some isagogics regarding the whole issue of the High Priest and taxes and tributes paid to conquering rulers.

8. Josephus informs us that the house of Onias had, under the rule of Onias II, began to refuse to pay the twenty talents of silver that had been demanded of the High Priests to the house of Ptolemy.  c. 247 BC

9. By refusing the payment, Onias appeared to be renouncing allegiance to Ptolemy in about 245 BC.

10. Josephus states that “though he was a High Priest, he was a man of little soul and a great lover of money”.
11. His refusal caused Ptolemy III Euergetes to seek to invade Judea, an invasion that was deterred by one Joseph, who went to Ptolemy and had himself appointed tax farmer for all Palestine.

12. Joseph held this office for some 20 years, extending into the reign of Antiochus III in about 220 BC.

13. By the early days of the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175 BC), Jerusalem was ruled by the High Priest, Onias III, a strictly orthodox Jew.

14. The Jews that looked favorably on the Greek culture opposed Onias III and espoused the cause of his brother Jason.

15. By promising a larger tribute than what Onias III had been paying, Jason succeeded in having himself appointed High Priest.  IIMacc. 4:7-13

7 When Seleucus had departed this life and Antiochus styled Epiphanes had succeeded to the kingdom, Jason, brother of Onias, usurped the high priesthood:  8 he approached the king with a promise of three hundred and sixty talents of silver, with eighty talents to come from some other source of revenue.  9 He further committed himself to paying another hundred and fifty, if the king would empower him to set up a gymnasium and youth center, and to register the Antiochists of Jerusalem.  10 When the king gave his assent, Jason, as soon as he had seized power, imposed the Greek way of life on his fellow-countrymen.   11 He suppressed the liberties which the kings had graciously granted to the Jews at the instance of John, father of that Eupolemus who was later to be sent on an embassy to negotiate a treaty of friendship and alliance with the Romans and, overthrowing the lawful institutions, introduced new usages contrary to the Law.  12 He went so far as to found a gymnasium at the very foot of the Citadel. 13 Godless wretch that he was and no true high priest, Jason set no bounds to his impiety; indeed the hellenising process reached such a pitch
16. While Antiochus IV viewed the office of High Priest as a political appointment, the pious Jews believed that the priesthood was of divine origin, and its sale to the highest bidder was viewed as a sin against God.

17. Although Jason was extremely involved in encouraging the rising tide of Hellenism, Antiochus realized that biblical Judaism was a divisive force and desired a united Hellenistic empire.

18. Antiochus saw an opportunity to fully implement his program to Hellenize the Jews when Menelaus offered a larger tribute than Jason for the office of High Priest did.

19. Menelaus was from the tribe of Benjamin and, as such, he had no right to the office of the priesthood.

20. Antiochus made certain that his appointment was honored by installing a Syrian garrison at the citadel in Jerusalem to insure order and respect for the new High Priest.

21. If the Hasidim (the pious, orthodox Jews) were scandalized when Jason replaced his brother Onias III, they were completely infuriated when a Benjamite, who was a thorough Hellenist, was installed by force.

22. The deposed Jason did not quietly acquiesce to the change and, although he could not resist the force of Antiochus, waited for an opportunity to regain his status.

23. That opportunity came when Antiochus was busy fighting in Egypt and the rumor of his death began circulating in Palestine. 

24. When this news reached Jason, the High Priest that had been replaced by Menelaus, he returned from exile and ejected Menelaus from the city and one again assumed the office of High Priest.

25. Once Antiochus got news of the coup, he realized that large segments of Judaism were still opposed to his program of Hellenization and resented Syrian control of Palestine.

26. It was during this time that Antiochus realized that he could not fully subdue the Egyptians and maintain control of his holdings to the north.

27. Therefore, he was now in a position to realize that he could not militarily control such a large area and determined to engage in a pseudo-peace with Ptolemy.

28. Ptolemy was having problems of his own in Egypt since a revolution had taken place in Alexandria, placing the younger brother (called Ptolemy the Brother/Ptolemy Physcon, who would later take the name Euergetes) of Ptolemy VI Philometer on the throne.

29. This occurred while Antiochus IV Epiphanes was occupying Ptolemy Philometer, having invaded, and occupied Memphis.

30. Therefore, he was faced with the prospect of civil war at home and having to continue fighting Antiochus in the north.

31. Both men had very good reasons for engaging in peace talks; however, both were dishonest and unscrupulous about the proposed peace treaty and engaged in duplicitous actions in the process.

32. Although God’s Word does not deal with the exact types of promises (read lies) that were made at the peace table, it does deal with the reality that both of these men were liars, with no intentions of keeping any agreement.

33. Both these men were unbelievers, acting in their own best interest, engaging in deceit, and falling into two of the categories of sinning that God especially hates.  Prov. 6:17-18

34. This it typical of the “peace process” that has been observed throughout history, two factions come together at the bargaining table under the pretence of peace and good will, only to lie to one another.

35. Both sides are obviously intent on doing what is in their own self-interest, having no real intentions of honoring their word if it becomes unprofitable, or ceases to be in their best interest.

36. Antiochus was this type of person anyway, using lies, deception, political intrigue, bribes, peace talks, etc. to establish and maintain his political position.

37. However, as is very common in this type of event, they reached some agreement that ultimately did not succeed.
38. Part of the negotiations involved an agreement whereby Ptolemy Philometer would remain king in Memphis, while his brother Ptolemy Euergetes would remain as king in Alexandria.

39. Antiochus fully believed that the rivalry between the two brothers, which did result in a period of five years of unrest in Egypt, would effectively paralyze Egypt and allow him to retain control.

40. Remember that both of these kings were the nephews of Antiochus, the young sons of his sister Cleopatra, so there was also a family connection at the “peace talks”.

41. This is somewhat of a refreshing Divine viewpoint assessment of the “peace talks”, with both men ultimately reaping what they sowed—deceit.

42. As usual, the general public was completely unaware of what was happening at the bargaining table; they were likely treated to the evening newscast that joyfully announced the end of hostilities and the promise of ensuing peace.

43. Once again, it is evident that diplomacy is not effective when dealing with two warring factions; the only effective way to establish peace is by the victory of one side over the other.

44. Jesus Christ will not bargain with the enemy when He decides to establish His kingdom on planet earth; He will wage war in righteousness until the enemy is consumed, thus establishing His kingdom of peace.  Rev. 19:11; Isa. 9:7

45. The end of verse 27 indicates that the end is still to come at the appointed time.
46. Certainly this phrase has a near meaning that indicates that the end of this conflict involving Antiochus will come despite the fake diplomacy in which these men engaged.

47. There is a similar phrase used in verse 35 that indicates that the ultimate resolution of all these conflicts, which will finally culminate with Antichrist, will come at the time that God has ordained.

48. No matter what men may do, no matter how Satan may attempt to intervene in history to establish and fulfill his plan, God’s plan is certain of fulfillment at the time He has determined.  

49. He had plundered some of the Egyptian wealth and now determined to return to Syria with his booty.  IMacc. 1:16-19

50. When news of the revolt under Jason reached Antiochus, he concluded his business with Ptolemy and immediately returned to Jerusalem.

51. He utilized his armies to forcibly remove Jason from office and reinstall his puppet leader, Menelaus.

52. Menelaus welcomed this, of course, and what was left of the Temple treasure was placed at the disposal of Antiochus, who took what he desired.  

53. This fulfilled the statement that his heart will be set against the holy covenant, a reference to the Mosaic Covenant with its established priesthood.  IMacc. 1:20-24

After his conquest of Egypt, Antiochus turned about and advanced on Israel and Jerusalem in massive strength.  21 Insolently breaking into the sanctuary, he removed the golden altar and the lamp-stand for the light with all its fittings,  22 together with the table for the loaves of permanent offering, the libation vessels, the cups, the golden censers, the veil, the crowns, and the golden decoration on the front of the Temple, which he stripped of everything.  23 He made off with the silver and gold and precious vessels; he discovered the secret treasures and seized them  24 and, removing all these, he went back to his own country, having shed much blood and uttered words of extreme arrogance.

54. His action, referred to at the end of verse 28, refers to the reestablishing of Menelaus the Benjamite as High Priest, and the ransacking of the Temple.

55. Following these apparently successful endeavors, Antiochus was content to return to his own land.
56. It is ironic to note that what thwarted Antiochus in his deception toward Egypt was a simple rumor.

57. All his intrigue, planning, and scheming only fulfills prophecy and demonstrates the perfect control that God has over human history.

Doctrine of the Essence of God

11:29 "At the appointed time he will return and come into the South, but this last time it will not turn out the way it did before.  {pref. l + m.s.n. d[eAm—Qal impf. 3ms bWv—wc + Qal pf. 3ms awB—pref. b + neghebh—waw + neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3fs hy"h'—pref. k + f.s.n. !AvarI first, former time—waw + pref. k + f.s.adj. !Arx]a; latter, last time} 
11:30 "For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will be disheartened, and will return and become enraged at the holy covenant and take action; so he will come back and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant.  {m.p.n. yci ships—prop.name ~yYITiKi in a narrow sense, this refers to the island of Cyprus, in its wider usage it refers to the Greek-Latin races, whose territory extended along the coasts of the Mediterranean, and included its islands—wc + Qal pf 3p awOB—pref. b + 3ms suff –wc + Niphal pf. 3ms ha'K' to be cowed, disheartened—wc + Qal pf. 3ms bWv—wc + Qal pf. 3ms ~[;z" to be indignant, to express great anger or hostility—prep. l[; + f.s.n. tyrIB—m.s.n. vd,qo—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['—wc + Qal pf. 3ms bWv—Qal impf. 3ms !yBi lit. to discern or distinguish, here to distinguish as better and treat them thusly—prep. l[; + Qal act.part.m.p.const. bz:[' to depart or abandon, to forsake or apostasize—f.s.n. tyrIB.—m.s.n. vd,qo}
11:31 "And forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the abomination of desolation.  {waw + f.p.n. [;Arz> lit. shoulder, strengths, forces—pref. m + 3m suff.—Qal impf. 3mp dm;['—wc + Piel pf. 3p ll;x' to pollute, defile or profane—d.a. + m.s.n. vD'q.mi the sanctuary, the temple and its precincts—d.a. + m.s.n. zA[m' fortress, place of security—wc + Hiphil pf. 3p rWs to turn aside, in Hiphil, to cause to turn aside, to remove—d.a. + adv. dymiT' the continual, the daily sacrifice as in 8:11-13—wc + Qal pf 3p !t;n" lit. give—d.a. + m.s.n. #WQvi detested, abominable “abomination”—Poel part.m.s. ~mev' lit. desolated, in Poel, appalling, causing horror, lit. the horror causing abomination} 
Exposition vs. 29-31

1. The first expedition that Antiochus conducted against Egypt was completely successful, resulting in him returning to Syria with a considerable amount of plunder.

2. Ptolemy Philometer had virtually accepted Antiochus as his guardian and was ruling from Memphis.

3. Antiochus continued to wage war with the younger brother of Ptolemy Philometer, Ptolemy Physcon/Euergetes and held the rightful ruler Philometer, causing a great deal of discontent in Egypt.

4. God’s plan called for Antiochus to attempt another venture against his two nephews in 168 BC, which would not result in a second victory over the Ptolemies.

5. Once again, it should be evident that history advances as per the preordained plan of God and is not contingent on the plans of men.

6. His purpose for coming into the south was to subjugate the empire of the Ptolemies once and for all.

7. The Ptolemaic kingdom was really in no shape to offer much resistance and Antiochus was very well aware of this fact.

8. However, history was moving in another direction, with the rise of a new world power in Italy.

9. At the battle of Pydna in 168 BC, the Romans defeated the Macedonians in one of history’s most decisive battles.

10. On the ruins of the Macedonian Empire, Rome was about to make a name for the nation among the other nations of the world.

11. Although Rome was not ready to engage in warfare with Syria and annex the holdings of Antiochus Epiphanes, it was determined that Antiochus would not strengthen himself by taking over Egypt.

12. Antiochus had marched against Memphis and had taken the city, resulting in Ptolemy Philometer fleeing to his brother in Alexandria.

13. Ptolemy Philometer and Ptolemy Physcon conspired together against Antiochus and appealed to Rome for help in dealing with their enemy, fulfilling the prophecy of verse 27 that he was speaking lies to Antiochus.

14. The phrase ships from Kittim is a reference to the island of Cyprus, with its chief city Kittion (now Chitti).

15. Ships that came from Kittim are ships that came from the west, from the islands and coasts of the Mediterranean.

16. The first book of Maccabees 1:1 states that “Alexander of Macedon son of Philip had come from the land of Kittim and defeated Darius king of the Persians and Medes, whom he succeeded as ruler, at first of Hellas.”

17. It is historically verified that the Roman embassy led by Gaius Popillius appeared with a fleet in Alexandria, issued an imperative for Antiochus to desist from his venture against Egypt, and return to his own land.
18. This man, who had been a former classmate of Antiochus in Rome, met Antiochus in Eleusis outside of Alexandria, in full dress uniform and delivered an ultimatum from the Roman Senate to evacuate Egypt.
19. Although Antiochus requested some time to think the matter over, Popillius took out his sword and drew a circle in the dirt around Antiochus and demanded an answer before he could leave the circle.
20. Antiochus was intimately acquainted with the power of Rome, being well aware of what had happened to his father Antiochus the Great when he had ignored the warning of Scipio Africanus to stay out of Macedonia.
21. Antiochus had been taken as part of the punishment, and had spent fourteen years in Rome as a hostage to guarantee his father’s payment of tribute.
22. In a demoralizing and embarrassing turn of events, Antiochus put his tail between his legs and left Egypt immediately, having been completely humiliated by the Roman representative.
23. That is the fulfillment of the Hebrew verb ha'K'  (ka’ah), which means discouraged, downhearted, or dejected.
24. Once Antiochus left Egypt, he realized that Egypt and Rome were now rivals of his rule and he found it more necessary than ever to retain his hold on Palestine, which served as a buffer between himself and Egypt.
25. With the revolt of Jason against Menelaus, Antiochus had become aware that there was a sizeable segment of the people that were still violently opposed to Hellenism and Syrian control of Palestine.
26. He knew that the only way to effectively unite and control the empire he had left was to rid himself of these orthodox Jews.
27. His fury at being rebuffed in Egypt caused him to return and become enraged at the holy covenant and take action.
28. Antiochus knew that the religion of the Jews was a divisive force in the country and did not allow to the orthodox Jews to conform to his plan for Hellenizing the nation.
29. His actions came with a vengeance in 167 BC; he sent his general Appolonius with 20,000 men to occupy the city of Jerusalem, ordering him to attack on the Sabbath when he knew that the orthodox Jews would not fight.
30. He slaughtered large numbers of the opponents of Menelaus, destroyed the city walls, and built a new fortress, the Akra, on the site of the Jewish citadel.
31. An elderly Athenian philosopher was sent to Jerusalem to supervise the enforcing of the order to Hellenize the nation.
32. An edict from Antiochs demanded the fusion of all nationalities and religions of the Seleucid Empire into one people, with Greek deities to be worshiped by everyone without exception.
33. He identified the God of Israel with Jupiter, ordering a bearded image of the pagan deity to be set up on the Temple altar.
34. This action was spoken of by the Jews as the abomination of desolation.
35. The temple was profaned with pigs that were sacrificed on the altar, and the blood of the pigs and children that were sacrificed was spread through the complex.
36. Greek soldiers and their lovers performed immoral, lascivious acts in the Temple courts, the phallic cult was made compulsory, and those that would not participate faced the death penalty.
37. Jews were forbidden under the penalty of death to practice circumcision, Sabbath observance, or the observance of any of the feasts of the Jewish year.
38. All copies of the Hebrew scriptures were ordered to be destroyed.
39. In this attack on Jerusalem, he is said to have killed 80,000 Jews, taken 40,000 more as prisoners, and sold another 40,000 as slaves.
40. He also pillaged the Temple, robbing it of something in the neighborhood of one billion dollars worth of gold, money, and jewels.
41. Antiochus demonstrated his rage at the holy covenant, showing himself to be a man with a god complex, resenting the Mosaic Law, and the worship of the true God.
42. This all caused him to institute his anti-semitic policies, bringing him under the cursing provision of the Abrahamic Covenant.
43. However, there were those Jews that were not committed to the faith of their fathers, content to assimilate into Greek culture, and adopt all the customs of their Greek neighbors.
44. They are mentioned at the end of verse 30 as those who forsake the holy covenant, renegades that were negative to doctrine, and traitors to their own nation.
45. In the second book of Maccabees these people are referred to as suppressing the liberties of their people, godless wretches, vile, having no regard for the honor of Judaism, and those that proved to be the enemies and executioners of their own people.
46. Menelaus and those that followed him were more than willing to suppress the truth and any religious scruples to avoid crossing the will of the tyrant that put them in power.
47. Their love for their position and authority far exceeded their love of what was right, causing Antiochus to show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant.
48. This is recorded in I Macc. 1:11-15
11 It was then that there emerged from Israel a set of renegades who led many people astray. 'Come,' they said, 'let us ally ourselves with the gentiles surrounding us, for since we separated ourselves from them many misfortunes have overtaken us.' 12 This proposal proved acceptable, 13 and a number of the people eagerly approached the king, who authorised them to practise the gentiles' observances.  14 So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, such as the gentiles have, 15 disguised their circumcision, and abandoned the holy covenant, submitting to gentile rule as willing slaves of impiety.
49. All these actions are typical of what Antichrist will do during the final half of Daniel’s 70th week.

50. The sufferings of the Jews are but a foretaste of their sufferings during the final 3½ years of history.  Rev. 12:13,15,17

 11:32 "And by smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know their God will display strength and take action.  {waw + pref. B + f.p.adj. ql'x' 12X, smooth, slippery, smooth speech, flattery—Hiphil impf. 3ms @nEx' 11X, lit. to incling away from what is right, to be defiled, profane, or corrupt, to cause to be polluted—Hiphil part.m.p.c. [v;r' those who act wickedly—f.s.n. tyrIB.—waw + m.s.n. ~[;--Qal act.part.m.p.c. [d;y" those knowing or recognizing—m.p.n.c. + 3m.p. suff. ~yhil{a/--Hiphil impf. 3m.p. qz:x'I to hold fast, to take strength—wc + Qal pf. 3m.p hf'['}   

11:33 "And those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder, for many days.  {waw + Hiphil part.m.p.c. lk;f' to give attention to, to consider, ponder, or have insight—m.s.n. ~[;--Hiphil impf. 3mp !yBi to cause to discern or discriminate—pref l + d.a. + mp.adj. br;--wc + Niphal pf. lv;K' to stumble or fall—pref. B + f.s.n. br,x, by the sword=in war—waw + pref. B + f.s.n. hb'h'l, flame—pref. B + m.s.n. ybiv. captive or captivity, loss of freedom—waw + pref. B + f.s.n. hZ"Bi plunder or spoil—m.p.n. ~Ay}
Exposition vs. 32-33

1. These verses continue to detail the machinations of Antiochus against the faithful Jews during the intertestamental period.

2. Antiochus continued to pursue his policies of manipulating the Jewish leaders, who were divided in their loyalties, winning them over to his way of thinking with glowing promises of reward and preferential treatment.

3. His smooth words were the reason that many of these reversionistic Jews began to embrace and espouse the cause of Hellenism.

4. Those that are easily seduced by flattering words or promises of personal advancement are clearly looking at the things that are seen.  IICor. 4:18

5. The believer must be very clear and focused on the issues related to the unseen realities of Bible doctrine and SG3 or he will succumb to the cosmic system that is current for his time in history.   IPet. 1:13

6. The cosmos is not oriented to God, will never be oriented to God, and has no desire to become oriented to the truth.  IJn. 5:19

7. Satan, who is the unseen master of the entire world system, has many years of experience in knowing what will appeal to the individual and collective STA of the system he rules.  Eph. 2:2

8. The world, with all its promises of happiness, success, promotion, comfort, wealth, and ease cannot deliver what it does not possess.

9. While the cosmos may cover itself with a façade of culture, glamour, celebrity, fame, and fortune it is really a spiritually destitute place that promises everything and ultimately delivers nothing.  Matt. 16:26

10. A believer cannot effectively pursue God and His plan and seek to fit into the cosmic system that is totally opposed to Him.  James 4:4

11. These Jews, facing the prospect of conforming to the cosmic system of Hellenization or remaining loyal to the Word of God, chose the easy path offered by the polished promises of Antiochus.

12. While many of them would have told you that Hellenization was a remarkable system, which had a lot to offer, the Word of God provides the truth of the matter when it says that were turned to godlessness.
13. The Hebrew verb @nEx' (chaneph), has the root meaning of inclining away from what is right, and came to mean that which is corrupt, defiled, or polluted.

14. Various things are said to bring pollution on the land or people and they include:

a. Murder, which can only be atoned for with capital punishment.  Num. 35:33

b. Ritual murder, practiced by the mother/son cult, in which child sacrifice is considered acceptable.  Ps. 106:38

c. Breaking the marriage vows to marry another (adultery), which precluded a return to the first mate, and then returning to that mate is viewed as a sin that pollutes the land.  Jere. 3:1

d. This sin is likened to the sin of Israel drifting back and forth between their devotion to idols and the Lord.  Jere. 3:1-2,9

e. Prophets and priests could pollute the house of God by their rejection of God’s word.  Jere. 23:9-17

15. The Hiphil stem of this verb indicates that they are caused to be polluted, and the cause is expressly declared to be the smooth words of Antiochus.
16. Antiochus already had won over many partisans for his cause, and a considerable number were already convinced of the value and expediency of a pro-Hellenic policy.

17. After all, it would make good sense to move ahead with the times and leave the old and useless religion of their forefathers behind, thus currying the favor of their Syrian overlords.

18. However, this is not a cultural issue, it is an issue that goes to the very heart of the Jewish religion—the Covenant.

19. This is a perfect example of the reality that truth is not determined by geography, culture, the time in which you live, etc.; the truth is an objective reality that is firm and immutable.

20. In fact, the Hebrew term for truth tm,a/  (‘emeth), comes from the verb !m;a' (‘aman), which means that which is firm or certain, than which is reliable, sure, or trustworthy.

21. This word provides clear evidence of the biblical meaning of faith in distinction to the popular notions about what faith is.

22. Our faith is not something that is uncertain or unclear, it is based on that which is absolutely trustworthy, sure, and certain.  Heb. 11:1

23. The Covenant, in this context, must refer to the Holy Covenant that was referenced in verses 28 and 29.

24. The Mosaic Covenant, with its organized system of worship of the true God was actually the target of Antiochus’ Hellenization policies.

25. This man had a god complex and came to believe that he was God in the flesh; his name Epiphanes means that which is visible or manifest.

26. He was the first Gentile ruler to ever call himself God on a coin, employing the formula, King Antiochus…God made visible.
27. Those who act wickedly toward the covenant refer to those men like Jason and Menelaus, who were ready and willing to throw off their loyalties and commitment to YHWH in their zeal to be accepted and approved by their Syrian overlords.

28. These types of people were not merely violating God’s plan; they were traitors to their own nation and way of life.

29. They were exploited by the enemies of doctrine, buying into the lie that it is better to cooperate with the enemy than to withstand them.  "Better red than dead”
30. This is one of the many problems with unbelievers and negative believers; they have no true capacity for freedom and will trade their freedom for peace, ease, prosperity, or whatever the cosmos offers at the time.

31. One function of the nation is to guard freedom, protecting the inherent right of the individual to privacy, and to pursue a course of life based on his own determinations and abilities within the legal framework of the government.

32. Our own Declaration states that “we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by the Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
33. The concept of nationalism was established by God in order to protect the volition of individuals, and Antiochus was engaged in a serious attempt to remove the freedom of personal choice from the Jews.

34. Under his policies of Hellenization, the Jews would not have been free to worship the God of Israel as prescribed by the Mosaic Covenant.

35. They built a Greek type of gymnasium in Jerusalem in order to ingratiate themselves with Gentile society and please their foreign rulers.

36. This involved the Greek practice of exercising in the nude, and they even attempted to conceal their circumcision by a surgical procedure.  IMacc. 1:14-15

14 So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, such as the gentiles have, 15 disguised their circumcision, and abandoned the holy covenant, submitting to gentile rule as willing slaves of impiety.

37. This caused an already factious situation to become a serious polarization, compelling the Jews to take definite sides for or against those that wanted to collaborate with the Greek forces.

38. These Hellenistic policies were carried out ruthlessly and enforced with the utmost cruelty.

a. An age scribe named Eleazar was flogged to death because he refused to eat swine’s flesh.

b. A mother and her seven children were successively butchered, in the presence of the governor, for refusing to pay homage to an image of Zeus.

c. Two mothers who had circumcised their newborn sons were driven through the city and cast headlong from the wall.

d. A law was instituted that required all citizens to present themselves four times a year to pay formal homage to Antiochus Epiphanes, the senior god of the Seleucids.

e. He specifically picked the Sabbath as the day for this observance, knowing that the Jews would rebel, and he could punish them.

39. However, it is important to note that the defection among the Jews by the “progressive thinkers” would be an even more serious threat to the survival of Israel as a nation than the tyrannical measures of Antiochus.

40. It was this same kind of national betrayal against the Mosaic Law that had made the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity inevitable.  Dan. 9:11-14

41. Following the setting up of the abomination of desolation, and the enforcing of the Hellenistic policies on the Jews, open revolt broke out in the region of Palestine. 

42. The oppression of the Jews by Antiochus’ policies produced a reaction among some of the people that stunned Antiochus and surprised many of the Jews as well.

43. That is the subject of the latter portion of verse 32 about the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
44. These Jews were positive believers and loyal patriots, who understood that their entire national life was under attack.

45. Their actions were not a revolution against a duly established government, but a fight for their religious freedoms and way of life.

46. The doctrine in their souls told them that the proper thing to do was to fight and kill the enemy, which they did.

47. The beginnings of their actions against this oppressor are well attested, starting in the small village of Modin (Modein).

48. The emissaries of Antiochus had erected a pagan altar in Modin and the Jews were asked to come forward and sacrifice at this altar in order to show their loyalty to the government.

49. The old priest for the village was named Mattathias, and he was asked to come forward first in order to set a good example for the others to follow.

50. When Mattathias refused to comply, a timid Jew came forward, one who feared the wrath of Antiochus and what he might do to the entire village, and began to comply with the heathen ritual.

51. Mattathias was enraged, approached the altar, took out his sacrificial knife, and killed the apostate Jew and the emissary of Antiochus.

52. His five sons killed the rest of the detachment, and Mattathias then tore down the pagan altar and proclaimed, “Let everyone who is zealous for the Law and supports the Covenant come out with me.”
53. Mattathias, and his five sons John, Eleazor, Simon, Jonathan, and Judas, then fled to the nearby mountains with a small band of followers.

54. Initially, they hid out, began to organize, and carried out raids on towns and villages, killing the royal officers and the Hellenistic Jews that supported them.

55. One problem they faced early on was their belief that it was wrong to fight on the Sabbath; this led to one group of Maccabees being surrounded and slaughtered.

56. Sensing the gravity of this situation, Mattathias adopted the principle that fighting in self-defense was permissible even on the Sabbath.

57. The conservative Hasidim (pious ones) decided to support their decision to fight on the Sabbath since they were zealously opposed to the Seleucids and their policies of Hellenization.

58. The Hasmoneans (the dynasty of the Maccabees, named for one of the ancestors of Mattathias) went throughout Palestine preaching open resistance, recruiting followers, killing apostates, burning towns that had cooperated with the Seleucids, and forcibly circumcising male children.

59. The early days involved guerrilla warfare, but with the death of Mattathias in 166 BC, Judas Maccabeus (the hammer) expanded the goals of the revolt from religious freedom to full political independence.

60. Judas became the leader of the revolt, being naturally qualified, skilled in guerrilla warfare, and commanding the loyalty of those around him.

61. These men are the subject of the first portion of verse 33 about those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many.
62. These events brought about a spiritual revival in Israel, causing many to recognize their obligations under the Mosaic Covenant to worship their God.

63. These men proclaimed to their countrymen a stirring message of repentance and whole-hearted commitment to the holy standards of the Mosaic Law and the prophets who had instructed Israel in the past.

64. The summoned their people to trust in the promises and power of the Lord instead of bowing to the demands of the pagan tyrant, who commanded them to turn to idols and turn away from the Living God.

65. These ~yliyKiv.m; (mashkiyliym), were men that taught others to think clearly through the issues that confronted them, encouraging them to deal wisely, and use good practical common sense.

66.  They engaged in a ministry of education and evangelism, urging their countrymen to return to their God and begin to live their lives according the teachings of the Scriptures.

67. Beyond that, they taught other Jews the necessity of armed revolt if they were to succeed in preserving their cultural and religious freedom.

68. Doctrine in their souls told these men that it was necessary to fight for their freedom and they exemplified the motto, “give me liberty, or give me death”.
69. Many of these original patriots died early on due to their determination not to fight on the Sabbath, fulfilling the latter portion of verse 33 that they would fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder.
Doctrine of Nationalism

Doctrine of Separation

11:34 "Now when they fall they will be granted a little help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy.  {waw + pref. b + Niphal inf.const. + 3mp suff. lv;K' to stumble or fall—Niphal impf. 3mp rz:[' to help or aid someone—m.s.n. rz<[e a helper, generally used of military assistance, used of Eve in Genesis—m.s.n. j[;m. little, few or small—m.p.adj. br; great, much, many—wc + Niphal pf. 3mp hw"l' to be joined—prep. l[; + 3mp suff.—pref. b + f.p.n. tAQl;q.l;x] smooth, slippery, flattery, hypocrisy}
11:35 "And some of those who have insight will fall, in order to refine, purge, and make them pure, until the end time; because it is still to come at the appointed time.  {waw + prep. !mi + d.a. + Hiphil part.m.p. lk;f' wise ones—Niphal impf. 3mp lv;K' stumble, fall—pref. l + Qal inf.const. @r;c' purpose infin. used primarily for the process of refining metals, meta. for affliction that purifies—pref. b s.d.o. + 3mp suff.—waw + pref. l + Piel inf.const. rr;B' to purge, purify, cleanse, to make white or bright—waw + pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. !bel' to make white, moral purity—prep. d[; + m.s.n. t[e— m.s.n. #qe this string is used only in Dan. 12:4,9 and clearly points to the end time, this is the tip that the text is moving to the time of the end--conj. yKi—adv. dA[ yet, more, still, again—pref. l + d.a. + m.s.n. d[eAm time, appointed time}
Exposition vs. 34-35

1. At the outset of the Maccabean revolt, the initial groups of men were not well equipped and were determined not to engage in warfare on the Sabbath.

2. This caused many to fall, as recorded in the previous verse.

3. They were granted a little help on three fronts; the first was help from the Hasidim, who sided with the Hasmoneans and gave their approval to defending yourself on the Sabbath.

4. The second form of help came with the revolt in Parthia, causing Antiochus to divide his military forces and engage in warfare on two fronts.

5. This verse speaks in moderate terms about the successes achieved by the valiant warriors, despite the fact that they were relatively small in number.

6. In the early days of this revolt the Syrians underestimated the strength and determination of the Maccabees.

7. They believed that this was a minor incident and sent inferior generals and very small detachments of soldiers to the field.

8. After suffering numerous defeats, Antiochus realized the gravity of the situation, finally figuring out that he had a full-blown rebellion on his hands.

9. Knowing that he had lost face to the Romans to the west, and the Egyptians to the south, Antiochus recognized the importance of maintaining his holdings in Judea.

10. However, he could not bring his full military might against the Jews since he was faced with an uprising in Parthia at the same time.

11. Antiochus took much of the army and moved eastward to Parthia, leaving his general Lysias to quell the rebellion in Judea.

12. Lysias sent an army of Syrians, Hellenistic Jews, and volunteers from the neighboring countries to defeat the Maccabean rebels.

13. His subordinates, Nicanor and Gorgias, were in charge of the affair but were surprised by the smaller Jewish force and decisively defeated at Beth-Zur and Emmaus, opening the road to Jerusalem for the rebels.

14. When Judas and his army took Jerusalem in 164 BC, causing Menelaus and his sympathizers to flee, Judas was able to take the city, isolate the Acra, and purify and rededicate the Temple to the service of God.

15. The altar dedicated to Jupiter/Zeus was taken down, a new altar was erected to the God of Israel, and the statue of Zeus/Antiochus was ground to dust.

16. Beginning with the 25th day of Chislev, they observed and eight-day Feast of Dedication, known as Hanukkah, or the Festival of lights.

17. The third area of help came from the relatively small number of patriots who joined the Maccabean troops after the early successes of the original guerrilla band.

18. They observed that these men kept on fighting with great courage against overwhelming odds, even though they quickly lost Mattathias and many of their original leaders.

19. As the people of Israel observed one Seleucid army after another fall before their countrymen, the Maccabean troops were able to intimidate many of the fellow citizens, who had previously held back from the conflict.

20. Particularly when the Hasidim began to round up those that had collaborated with the Syrians and put them to death and Judas himself hunted out those in various cities that had deserted scriptural standards.  IMacc. 2:42-47

42 Soon they were joined by the Hasidaean party, stout fighting men of Israel, each one a volunteer on the side of the Law.   43 All the refugees from the persecution rallied to them, giving them added support  44 They organized themselves into an armed force, striking down the sinners in their anger, and the renegades in their fury, and those who escaped them fled to the gentiles for safety.   45 Mattathias and his friends made a tour, overthrowing the altars  46 and forcibly circumcising all the boys they found uncircumcised in the territories of Israel.   47 They hunted down the upstarts and managed their campaign to good effect.
21. While some of the Jews were properly motivated, there were some that took up the cause of the Maccabees with false motives, insincere people that were more interested in saving their own skin than fighting for the truth.

22. They were not necessarily patriots or positive to doctrine; they simply wanted to be on the winning side, caring little about what was actually right or wrong.

23. That is the meaning of the final clause in verse 34 that many will join with them in hypocrisy.

24. The Hebrew term twOQl;q.l;x] (chaaq laqqoth) is the same one used in verse 21 to describe the method by which Antiochus ultimately seized power.

25. It refers to the smooth, slippery, flattering speech of those that cannot be trusted and should be avoided.

26. Such supporters, if one can call them that, proved to be of more help to the enemy than to the cause of freedom when later invasions were launched against the Maccabees by the successors of Antiochus, following his death in 163 BC.

27. The first portion of verse 35 deals with the fact that many of those in the original revolt were spiritually incisive men, clearly seeing the issues at hand, and being willing to do what was necessary even to the point of death.

28. Eventually, Mattathias and all his sons except Simon were to give their lives in the battle for truth and independence.

29. This was a period of heavy testing among the Jews, and many that followed the truth would die for their beliefs.

30. This was a time of intense spiritual growth for those that were positive since the possession of Bible doctrine plus application under pressure leads to rapid spiritual growth.

31. The peace achieved by Judas, following the capture of Jerusalem and the rededication of the Temple was short-lived, culminating with Lysias himself defeating the Maccabees in a battle near Jerusalem

32. He next besieged the capital city, hoping to starve the Maccabeans into submission.

33. However, he received news that a rival was marching against the Syrian capital of Antioch, and he was forced to offer conditions of peace to the Jews.

34. Syria offered to refrain from interfering in the internal affairs of Judea and would repeal all laws against the Jewish religion or observances.

35. As a gesture of good faith, Menelaus was removed from office, replaced by a certain Jakim or Eliakim (Greek name, Alcimus), and finally executed.

36. The goal of the Hasidim had always only been religious liberty and with that goal in sight they were able to outvote the followers of Judas and the peace terms were accepted.

37. Judas did not want to consider the terms of peace since he was not satisfied with anything short of full political and religious liberty.

38. Although the promise of peace and religious freedom won the day, the fears of Judas proved to be correct and Alcimus had a number of the Hasidim seized and executed, renewing the civil war.

39. This time, Judas was faced with more formidable opposition since the Hellenizing Jews had adopted a more moderate attitude and had won over large segments of the Jewish population.

40. Alcimus appealed to Syria for assistance and a sizable army was sent; Judas was left with an ill-equipped army of some eight hundred men, and finally died in battle at Mount Azotus in 161 BC.

41. Judas Maccabeus was certainly one of those that had insight, and would ultimately fall, losing his life in battle.

42. However the three infinitive constructs that follow the verb lp;n" (naphal—to fall) set forth some positive purposes of God that were accomplished during this very difficult period of Jewish history.

43. The first is the Qal infinitive construct of @r;f' (tsaraph—to refine), which means to melt metals to drive out the impurities and metaphorically comes to mean to prove something or someone under pressure.

44. The reality is that we are going to have pressures in the angelic conflict and those pressures will demonstrate what you are, they bring out the best or worst in you as you respond to them.

45. The second verb is a Piel infinitive construct of rr;B' (barar—to purge) and emphasizes that this was a time of separating the true from the false, the positive from the negative, the courageous from the cowardly.

46. This is clearly seen in the book of I Maccabees, as it describes the final battle of Judas’ life.  IMacc. 9:1-18  

1 Demetrius, hearing that Nicanor and his army had fallen in battle, sent Bacchides and Alcimus a second time into Judea, and with them the right wing of his army.   2 They took the road to Galilee and besieged Mesaloth in Arbela, and captured it, putting many people to death.   3 In the first month of the year 152, they encamped outside Jerusalem;  4 they then moved on, making their way to Beer-Zaith with twenty thousand foot and two thousand horse.  5 Judas lay in camp at Elasa, with three thousand picked men.  6 When they saw the huge size of the enemy forces they were terrified, and many slipped out of the camp, until no more than eight hundred of the force were left.   7 With battle now inevitable, Judas realized that his army had melted away; he was aghast, for he had no time to rally them.   8 Yet, dismayed as he was, he said to those who were left, 'Up! Let us face the enemy; we may yet have the strength to fight them.'   9 His men tried to dissuade him, declaring, 'We have no strength for anything but to escape with our lives this time; then we can come back with our brothers to fight them; by ourselves we are too few.'   10 Judas retorted, 'That I should do such a thing as run away from them! If our time has come, at least let us die like men for our countrymen, and leave nothing to tarnish our reputation.'   11 The army marched out of camp and drew up, facing the enemy. The cavalry was drawn up in two squadrons; the slingers and archers marched in the van of the army, and all the best fighters were put in the front rank;  12 Bacchides was on the right wing. The phalanx advanced from between the two squadrons, sounding the trumpets; the men on Judas' side also blew their trumpets,  13 and the earth shook with the noise of the armies. The engagement lasted from morning until evening.   14 Judas saw that Bacchides and the main strength of his army lay on the right; all the stout-hearted rallied to him,  15 and they crushed the right wing, pursuing them as far as the Azara Hills.   16 But when the Syrians on the left wing saw that the right had been broken, they turned and followed hot on the heels of Judas and his men to take them in the rear.   17 The fight became desperate, and there were many casualties on both sides.   18 Judas himself fell, and the remnant fled.
47. The last of the three purposes is seen in the Hiphil infinitive construct !b;l' (labhan—to make white), referring to that which is pure, that which is in compliance with the righteousness of God.

48. When a person believes, they are purified in a positional sense, receiving the very righteousness of God via imputation, and the cleansing of their sins.  Isa. 1:18, 43:25; Rev. 7:14

49. However, we are called to live our lives in greater conformity to the plan of God, learning what righteous behavior is and executing that with our personal choices.

50. This process begins with prioritizing our lives so we can assemble for every possible Bible class, take in the doctrine under the filling of the Holy Spirit, and apply the doctrine to the issues in our life.

51. This is the basis for Divine good production, which ultimately is rewarded with SG3.  IPet. 1:6-7

52. The Hasmoneans did this under very difficult circumstances, demonstrating themselves to be the righteous people of God.

53. The final portion of this verse indicates once again that God is clearly in control of history, knowing the proper times for all events to come to pass.

54. The phrase that this situation would continue until the end time is quite significant since it is only used in two other verses that clearly place us in the final generation of human history.  Dan. 12:4,9

55. This indicates that at some level the Jews would continue to endure these types of attacks against their religion and those attacks will continue to the end of history, culminating in the assault by Antichrist.

56. This end of this verse leaps across time from the intertestamental period to the appointed time of the end, and continues in verse 36 with the career of Antichrist, the ultimate fulfillment of the near type, Antiochus Epiphanes.

57. Principles learned from Hellenistic history.

a. The dissolution of the kingdom of Alexander was a Divine judgment on his aspirations to world conquest and internationalism.

b. The four powers that divided his kingdom maintained somewhat of a balance of power that is essential to stop internationalist plans.

c. Political intrigues, which characterized many of these dynasties, demonstrate a lack of principle and lack of leadership that does not advance a nation.

d. Political treaties and alliances based on marriage of any other scheme will not ultimately succeed.

e. God has many ways to frustrate the political schemes of those that reject His plan.

f. There are differences among unbelievers based on their relative acclimation to the truth.

1.) Some unbelievers are blessed with RM/RW in spite of the fact that they are negative.

2.) Some unbelievers are anti-Semitic and some are not, bringing them under that clause of the Abrahamic Covenant.

3.) Some unbelievers are smart enough to exploit their power and military victories and some are not.  Scipio and Ptolemy IV Philopater

g. Nations that operate under the Laws of Divine Establishment eventually replace the power of those that do not.

h. The military is a legitimate tool for any nation to employ in the defense of liberty and freedom.

11:36 "Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god, and will speak extraordinary things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done.  {d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'['—pref. k + m.s.n. + 3ms suff. !Acr' will or desire—waw + Hithpolel impf. 3ms ~Wr will raise himself, exalt—waw + Hithpael pf 3ms ld;G"--prep. l[;--m.s.n. lKo all, every—m.s.n. lae—Piel impf. 3ms rb;D' speak, communicate—

Niphal part.f.p. al'P' to be marvelous or wonderful, most often used of God and His miracles, when applied to man it indicates unusual things, beyond human capability—prep. l[; + m.s.n. lae + m.p.n. lae—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms xl;c' to prosper, to be successful—prep. d[; as far as, until—m.s.n. ~[;z: intense anger that is expressed, indignation—Qal pf. 3ms hl'K' to accomplish, complete or end--conj. yKi—Niphal part.f.s. #r;x' lit. to cut or sharpen, to cut off, to decide or determine—Niphal pf. 3fs hf'[' lit. has been done}

11:37 "And he will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all.  {neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3ms !yBi to discern, understand—waw + prep. l[; + gods of his fathers, ancestors—waw + prep. l[; + f.s.n.c. hD'm.x,--f.p.n. hV'ai—waw + Qal impf. 3ms !yBi—prep. l[; + m.s.n. lKo + m.s.n. H;Ala/--conj. yKi—Hithpael impf. 3ms ld;G" will make himself great—prep. l[; + m.s.n. lKo}
Exposition vs. 36-37

1. To this point, the prophecies dealing with the Medo-Persian Empire and the Greek Empire have been fulfilled minutely and with amazing accuracy.

2. In contrast to the preceding section, there is no correlation between the verses that follow and what we find in history.

3. While both liberal and conservative commentators agree that all of chapter 11 up to this point has been fulfilled in the Medo-Persian Empire and the Greek Empire, at this point there are three different schools of thought.

a. The further historic or prophetic account that was fulfilled in the life of Antiochus Epiphanes.

b. The second sees this passage transcending centuries and recording events that are fulfilled by Antichrist at the end of time.

c. The third, and most ludicrous, sees this as fiction, the wishful thinking of the author that has no correlation to history.

4. The conclusion of verse 35 witnessed a shift in time, leaping from the time of Antiochus Epiphanes and the Maccabean revolt, omitting the Church Age, and moving to the time of the end.

5. This is consistent with all the Old Testament prophecies, nothing is found of the mystery dispensation of the Church Age.

6. Whatever events may come to pass during any period of history, God’s word makes it plain that time and the resolution to His plan is always well within His control.  Dan. 11:27,35

7. The power of the holy people must be shattered, and this is accomplished by continued pressure on them over the centuries, specifically persecution by forces of ungodly men.  Dan. 12:7

8. The Assyrian capture of the Northern Kingdom, the Babylonian captivity, the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline under the Romans, and even the Nazi holocaust have not turned these people back to their God.

9. Their present abuse at the hands of the godless Muslims has not caused them to come to their spiritual senses.

10. However, God is faithful and continues to work on His chosen people, seeking to bring them to the point of faith in their Messiah.

11. They will continue to endure life on the gory road due to their negative volition and rejection of the plan of God.  Lk. 21:24

12. There are several markers in the text that demonstrates unequivocally that this portion of the scripture cannot be made to apply to Antiochus, who replaced the previous kings of the North.  Dan. 11:13-21

13. First, the king in verse 36 cannot be referencing Antiochus and his continued exploits since the king of the North is seen to be fighting against him in verse 40.

14. Further, at the time of his king’s career, Michael will arise, and there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation.
15. This can only be referring to the same event of which Jesus spoke in Matthew 24:21.

16. The third clue is the use of the term indignation, which is specifically declared to come at the appointed time of the end.  Dan. 8:19

17. The indignation refers to God’s expressed wrath, which He has restrained under the principle of grace, and which will be poured out on the human race with the full power of His anger.  Isa. 30:27; Nahum 1:6; Zeph. 3:8

18. This specifically brings us to the middle of Daniel's 70th week, beginning the Day of the Lord proper.

a. The Day of the Lord is declared to be near when the Soviets destroy the US, bringing cataclysmic effects on the environment.  Isa. 13:6,9; Joel 2:31

b. This is seen in the destruction on the nation with the code names of Babylon and Edom.  Isa. 13,21,47; Jere. 50:51; Obad. 1:15

1.) Note that the destructions of both entities are absolute.  Jere. 49:17ff

2.) This is something that does not square with literal Edom, as seen in Dan. 11:41.

c. It is a declared to be a time of doom for the nations.  Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15, 2:11; Amos 5:18,20

d. The Day of the Lord cannot begin apart from the appearance of Elijah and the Antichrist.  Mal. 4:5; IIThess. 2:2-3

e. Since the first half of Daniel's 70th week is relatively quiet in terms of destructions, people are lulled into a false sense of security.  Rev. 8:1; IThess. 5:1ff

19. The express cause of His wrath against the nations is their treatment of His people and His land.  Joel 3:2

20. Therefore, the text forces one to recognize that this king refers to the rise of Antichrist at the end of history, culminating in the appearing of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom.

21. Verses 36-39 basically describe the character of this individual, while verses 40-45 deal with his exploits.

22. At three points in this chapter, we are introduced to three individuals that arise in history, each of whom is said to do as he pleases.  Dan. 11:3,16,36

23. Verse 16 is clearly a reference to Antiochus III the Great, while verse 3 and 36 refer to Alexander during his two incarnations.

24. The force of this phrase always deals with political/military conquest and is used to denote the idea of conqueror’s syndrome.

25. The height of self-will will be seen in this final king, whom the world will hail as the savior of mankind.  Rev. 13:2-3

26. Whatever STA activities he desires, he will pursue; there will be no limits to the depth of his depravity or to the expression of his evil nature.

27. In the pursuit of his own pleasures, glory, and world conquest, the Antichrist will demonstrate himself to be completely godless in every sense of the word.

28. He will have absolutely no regard for any religion, exalting and magnifying himself over any type of religious worship.  IIThess. 2:4

29. He will certainly not proceed with the current cosmic viewpoint that all religions are to be respected and should be allowed to worship as they see fit.

30. This certainly was not true of Antiochus; it is very clear that he was completely committed to the Greek pantheon, erecting the statue of Zeus/Jupiter in the Temple.

31. Both Antiochus and Antichrist recognize the value or danger of religion and while Antiochus promoted the Greek religion of polytheism, Antichrist will seek to unify the world through the worship of himself.  

32. Religion has always been Satan’s trump card in the angelic conflict; his most deceptive and effective lies are those that find their roots in religion.

33. The person that is religious believes that he is acceptable to God, enjoying a relationship with Him that only exists in his mind.

34. The religious person, who lacks doctrine, is the most dangerous of all people; they are dangerous not only to their own spiritual well-being, they are dangerous to anyone and everyone that listens to them.

35. As is consistent with his total disregard of cosmic religions, the Antichrist will exalt himself above the true God, the God of Israel.

36. His boasts against God will no doubt be rooted in the massive displays of his political and military powers, and will probably be something along the lines of what Sennacherib said to the Jews during his siege of Jerusalem.  IIChron. 32:10-19

37. It is clear from the Word of God that Antichrist will engage in a protracted verbal smear campaign against God, His plan, and His people.  Dan. 7:25, 11:36; Rev. 13:5-6

38. The mystery of lawlessness will finally come to maturity under this man, as he organizes and unifies the unbelieving masses of humanity under the cult of the Beast.  IIThess. 2:7

39. The world is headed for mutiny against the God of Heaven; the only thing restraining the final display of ultimate evil is the restraining power of the Holy Spirit, who will cease to hold back evil following the rapture.

40. His maligning of God and His plan will include attacks on every aspect of the Divine essence, accusing God of every evil, and blaming Him for every problem.

41. This will reach its zenith following the ejection of Satan from the third Heaven, and his possession of Antichrist.

42. All the Satanic wisdom will be present in this man, who will gladly do anything and everything that Satan wills.

43. The pinnacle of his self-worship will be when the false prophet will institute the universal worship of Antichrist by erecting a statue of him and animating it before the world.  Rev. 13:14-15

44. Finally, the Satan-possessed Antichrist will come into the Temple and present himself as God, fulfilling the abomination of desolation.
45. This occurs at the middle of the final seven years, probably in conjunction with the image, and is the sign for the Jews to exit Jerusalem and move to a place of safety.  Matt. 24:15-18; Isa. 26:20

46. The final 3½ years, or 42 months are the time known as Jacob’s trouble, the final period of the indignation, and is the time when evil will be given free reign on planet earth.  Jere. 30:7

47. During this time, the Antichrist will be completely successful in all his endeavors, employing a universal religion, a universal economy, and a strong military to accomplish every one of his evil desires.  Dan. 8:24

48. This final 3½ years will see the wrath of God unleashed through a series of cataclysmic judgments that will fully destroy at least one-half of the human race.  Rev. 6:8, 9:15-18

49. The horrors of God’s indignation cannot be exaggerated; His wrath will not only impact the planet and those living on it, it will impact the entire solar system.  Rev. 8:7-12

50. However, God has demonstrated His knowledge and control of all these catastrophic events, as He allows evil to run its course and fulfill that which is decreed.
51. God has determined in advance how history will play out, allowing the free function of volition, which never deters or defeats His plan but only advances it to fruition.

52. Verse 37 continues with a discussion of the character of Antichrist, indicating that he would not engage in the same sort of polytheistic worship that was prevalent among his ancestors.

53. While it is true that the phrase gods of his fathers may be read as God of his fathers, it is correctly translated and is a general reference to any deities.
54. Some have attempted to read this as the God of his fathers to prove their theological contention that the Antichrist is a Jew; however, this is incorrect.
55. This is somewhat ironic since there is no evidence in history of a nation changing its gods; affection for the religion of one’s ancestors was a natural thing among the heathen nations.

56. Antichrist does not possess even the natural inclinations one would expect from a normal person, he is consumed with himself and his desire to be God and rule the world.

57. The next phrase is undoubtedly difficult but is correctly translated that he will have no regard for the desire of women.
58. When attempting to interpret this phrase, we must stick with the immediate context dealing with the Antichrist and his rejection of all religious standards as seen in the clause that precedes this phrase and the one that follows.

59. The following interpretations have been advanced to explain this enigmatic statement:

a. He will have no regard for women in general; he will be a homosexual or celibate, taking the term desire in the subjective sense.

b. Some take desire to mean the love of women, interpreting this as cruelty toward women in general.

c. Others take the desire of women to mean their normal desire to have children and state that Antichrist will engage in a policy to limit births.

d. Some suggest that the phrase refers to the Jewish woman’s desire to fulfill the prophecy about the seed of the woman and give birth to the Messiah, essentially making this phrase mean the coming Messiah.
e. Finally, others see the desire of women as referring to the idolatrous worship of the son in the mother/son cult.  Ezek. 8:14

60. In context, it appears that that this phrase is part of the whole thought that relates the views of Antichrist respecting objects of worship as seen in the gods of his fathers, and the following phrase that he will not regard any god.
61. With that in view, this enigmatic phrase must be referring to some false god/idol that was especially prominent among women.

62. The last portion of this verse continues to stress the total arrogance and self-absorption that Antichrist will display.

63. He will completely disdain anything that people consider to be important in the realm of religion, substituting allegiance to his own person and service to him in the place of religious activity.

64. His messianic complex is evident; he will be the ultimate humanist, exalting the worship of man above the worship of any deity.

11:38 "But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, even a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor with gold, silver, costly stones, and treasures.  {waw + prep. l[; + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !Ke base, pedestal, a place, an office, lit. in his place, “instead”, see Dan. 11:20,21—Piel impf. 3ms dbeK' the verb means to make heavy or weighty, used of honoring of glorifying someone—pref. l + m.s.n. H;Ala/ an alternate form of El or Elohiym, used primarily in poetry, and in Daniel only of false god(s)—m.p.n. zA[m' a fortress, a stronghold, place of safety or refuge, only used in plural in vs 38-39—waw + pref. l + m.s.n. H;Ala/--rel.part. rv,a ]—m.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. ba'—neg. al{ + Qal pf. 3mp + 3ms suff [d;y" know, recognize, understand—Piel impf. 3ms dbeK'—pref. b + m.s.n. bh'z"—waw + pref. b + m.s.n. @s,K,--waw + pref. b + f.s.n. !b,a, a stone—f.s.adj. rq'y" precious, valuable, costly, highly prized—waw + pref. b + f.p.adj. dWmx' things which are desirable} 
11:39 "And he will manufacture fortified places of refuge with the help of a foreign god, whom he acknowledged and will honor with glory, and he will cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price.  {wc + Qal pf. 3ms  hf'['—pref. l + m.p.n.c. rc'b.mi fortified, well-defended—m.p.n. zA[m' place of safety, protection, refuge—prep. ~[I with, for—m.s.n. H;Ala/--m.s.n. rk'nE that which is unknown, foreign--rel.part. rv,a] i.e. the foreign god—Hiphil impf. 3ms hb'r' to become or cause to be great—m.s.n. dAbK' glory—Hiphil impf 3ms  rk;n" wc + Hiphil pf 3ms + 3mp suff. lv;m' to have dominion over, to rule over—pref. b + m.p.adj. br;--waw + Piel impf. 3ms ql;x' to divide, allot or apportion—f.s.n. hm'd'a] land, ground—pref. b + m.s.n. ryxim. hire, price} 

Exposition vs. 38-39

1. Having made it plain in the preceding verses that the Antichrist will not acknowledge anything that has generally been worshiped as a god, we now find out what his object of worship is.

2. Most interpreters have recognized that this title the god of fortresses is not a name for a particular god, though some have translated this as a proper name, the God of Ma’uzziym.

3. One must remember that the Antichrist will claim to be God already; he is not going to openly acknowledge any “god” other than himself.

4. What he does acknowledge is his complete devotion to warfare and world conquest, fully intending to rule the entire planet.

5. That cannot be done apart from tremendous military power, recognizing that there are going to be military forces that oppose him.

6. His reliance, however, will not be completely on his material ability to make war, to conquer and dominate those that oppose him.

7. He is the ultimate Luciferian humanist, the pinnacle of human ambition and achievement, which is something that the world will cheer and embrace wholeheartedly.

8. If he does acknowledge any types of gods or greater spiritual powers, which seems unlikely, he will certainly represent himself as the incarnation of the power and will of the universe.

9. This should make it plain that he will not ever appeal to anyone other than himself since he does not believe that there is anyone worthy of his consideration.

10. Further, it should be clear that this man will be privy to the highest form of Luciferianism that the world has ever seen.

11. The Luciferian ideology states the might is right, claiming beings of proven superior intelligence have the right to rule those less gifted because the masses don’t know what is best for them.

12. The Antichrist will have the ability to deceive the entire world (IIThess. 2:10) and will very likely be able to bring together in one organized system all the satanic mysteries of the universe.

13. He will be able to convincingly explain heavenly and earthly things that have puzzled mankind for ages, like the nature and origins of UFOs, the enlightened masters of wisdom that are here to lead the human race to its final glorious destiny.

14. We know that from the prophecy given by Jesus that conditions on planet earth will parallel the conditions that existed at the time of the flood.  Matt. 24:37-39

15. The Bible is quite specific that there was a demonic invasion, attempting to destroy true humanity and thus thwart the plan of God by altering human genetics to produce a hybrid being.  Gen. 6

16. We know directly from Revelation 18:2 that our nation has become the dwelling place of demons, and a prison of every unclean spirit.
17. Can there be any doubt that the plan is to destroy the human race through direct means, like sexually tampering with true humanity or by providing the technology to create another race of hybrids?

18. Does this not explain the cryptic comment of Jesus in Matthew 24:22 about the necessity of Divine intervention to insure the sanctity of human flesh?

19. Many interpreters are still attempting to interpret this passage as some sort of fulfillment in the life of Antiochus Epiphanes, but this is impossible.

20. Verse 37 made it plain that this person does not show regard for the gods of his fathers, and Antiochus clearly established the worship of Zeus/Jupiter, who was clearly a god of his ancestors.

21. Others have suggested that this is a reference to Mars, the god of war, who Antiochus embraced during his captivity in Rome, but this would still qualify as embracing a god and the text says he will magnify himself above them all.
22. Further, this passage, which has placed us in the time of Antichrist, must be interpreted as people would in that time.  

23. Just as the beasts in Daniel 7 had to be interpreted in the form by which they would be known at their time in history.

24. The term zwO[m' (ma’oz), means strong, and is used of those places that are strong, those places that offer refuge, sanctuary, or protection.

25. It is used only in these two verses in the plural and would be translated by the term strongholds/fortresses/places of safety.
26. The Hebrew term is translated in the LXX by the Greek term scu,rwma (schuroma), which is literally a military technical term for a fortified place or stronghold.

27. Metaphorically is used to refer to a strong system of philosophy and reasoned arguments that are opposed to true knowledge.

28. It is used only one time in the New Testament and is defined as fanciful human wisdom and intellectual pretensions, human acts or attitudes that form an obstacle to the liberating knowledge of Christ.  IICor. 10:4-5

29. It should be clear that for the world to follow the beast with all their hearts, they must be convinced that he is the way, the truth, and the life.

30. The noun in IICor. 10:5 translated lofty thing is used figuratively of a respected, highly regarded philosophy to explain spiritual reality and includes the philosophical, religious, political, economic, and scientific aspects.

31. While positive believers engage their world with the principles and precepts of doctrine, the Antichrist will present a very reasonable and rational explanation of the world and the events taking place.

32. This god of fortresses refers then to his complete Luciferian, humanistic, rationalistic approach to interpreting reality, something that was not characteristic of the gods that were worshipped by the Greeks.

33. The Luciferian philosophy is a metaphor for the perfected man through the process of evolution by learning how to dominate and control nature.

34. The result (so they say) will be the apotheosis (elevation of a human to the sphere of God) and the elimination of all who cannot make this paradigm shift in the coming New Age (New World Order).

35. The current generation has rejected and attacked almost every principle of the Divine viewpoint, manifesting the characteristics listed in IITim. 3:1-4.

36. If one could present a system of thinking in which all these things were not considered unacceptable ideas or actions, but were considered normal and profitable, many would obviously be willing to follow such a leader.

37. The reality is that many already follow the humanistic/rationalistic god of their own design, believing that there is no such thing as objective truth.

38. Through his complete devotion to the art of humanistic warfare, he will conquer many people and become rich through his conquests.

39. It becomes obvious from the latter portion of verse 38 that his worship of this god sounds more like an ancient practice than a religious practice of our modern age.

40. We do know that the Antichrist will eventually destroy the Roman Catholic Church and will plunder the massive wealth that the great whore has accumulated over the centuries.  Rev. 17:15-18

41. It should not be surprising that the Antichrist and the RCC will come into conflict, since that organization claims to be the true representative of God on earth.

42. Antichrist will tolerate no rivals, seeking to put an end to all forms of earthly religion that do not find their worship directed toward him.

43. Imagine the wealth that he will accumulate as his forces plunder the Catholic churches the world over!

44. That wealth will not even include the political wealth that will come as a result of his military actions against other political/national entities.  Dan. 7:8

45. The beginning of verse 39 may be translated in a couple of different ways, and the translation will have a dramatic impact on how one interprets the verse.

a.  The New American Standard translation has merit based on the fact that the prefixed l is often used in an adversative sense, meaning against.
46. That is their assessment of the force of the enigmatic phrase at the beginning of verse 38 that he will take action against the fortified places of refuge.
47. When all this begins to happen, the Roman Catholic Church will think that they are going to occupy the same position with this world leader that they have enjoyed over the centuries.  Rev. 17:1-2

48. However, their manipulation of political powers throughout history will not prepare them for the force that will come against them.

49. They may suppose that their church buildings are safe and that God would not allow anyone to violate the sanctity of their sanctuaries/places of refuge.

50. From its earliest days, this particular organization has engaged in an attempt to rule the world (in the name of the Lord of course) through an interaction and attempted domination of secular political leaders.

51. With the fall of the Roman Empire and the absence of an Emperor, the pope became the visible symbol of both the Church and what remained of the glory of Rome.

52. During this time, the creation of a Holy Roman Empire was conceived as a way to institutionalize the Christian state, and Charlemagne was crowed Emperor in 800 AD.

53. Charlemagne and his successors pretty much completed the task of Christianizing Europe, and by 1000 AD, the ideal of “Christian Europe” was a reality.

54. The division of the Roman Empire, following its fall, is the main reason that we still have the Western (RCC) church and the Eastern (Orthodox) church divided from each other, with the Orthodox Greek Church separating from the Roman Church in 1054 AD.

55. The growth of nation-states in the Middle Ages after 1100 spelled the ultimate doom for the papacy’s universal dominion, and it became clear that popes were always going to be resisted by temporal powers.

56. The period between 1054-1305 is recognized as the time of the supremacy of the pope, with the power of this office reaching its apex under Gregory VII.

a. He attempted to force the issue of celibacy of the priesthood.

b. He encouraged this dissolution of the family so priests would look to the pope, rather than their national sovereign.

c. He ordered that no bishop should take investiture from any sovereign, and that no sovereign should provide investiture.

57. This began the period of the crusades, holy wars waged in the name of the cross to convert the heathen, that generally occurred between 1095-1300 AD.

58. The greatest atrocities were committed during this period by the RCC when it instituted the Inquisitions to discover and punish any that embraced doctrines that the Roman Church condemned.

59. Governmental leaders were not exempt from this type of persecution and quickly learned that the Roman Catholic Church was to be embraced as a means of continuing in political power.

60. This is certainly the norm today in the world; political leaders do not resist the Pope, they court his favor and recognize him as the “moral leader of the world”.

61. The second translation, and more plausible in my opinion, is that he will manufacture fortified places of refuge with/devoted to a foreign god.
a. This is consistent with the usage of l acting as the sign of the direct object in the Aramaic language, something with which Daniel was quite familiar.

b. It is also consistent with the general meaning of the word, to manufacture something.

c. It also answers the question as to who the unspecified they are later in this verse.

62. The building of various fortified places of refuge would then refer to the construction of various buildings/complexes around his kingdom that would serve as points of contact between the ascended masters and the human race.

63. These people (possible demon/men?), who obviously embraced the philosophy, religion, economics, and military direction of the Antichrist, would be exalted to rule over the many.
64. Currently, the beings that have been called aliens are portraying themselves as disparate elements of a spiritual world and have been called walk-ins (K-Pax), ascended masters, the hidden hierarchy, spirit guides, channeled beings, and natural forces of earth like Gaia.
65. They are all imparting a message that the human race is facing an impending disaster and must unite so they will be prepared for the massive evolutionary paradigm shift, a shift of consciousness that is necessary to avert the coming destruction.  For some interesting reading see http://www.mt.net/~watcher/antimars.html
66. Further, it explains how the Antichrist could honor his Luciferian and humanistic system with all the valuables listed in the preceding verse.
67. When the Antichrist moves to destroy the world religion, instituting the worship of himself in place of all religions, he will do so with the aid of a foreign god.
68. The phrase foreign gods is found in a number of places in the Old Testament and refers to the gods of the pagans, the idols that were representatives of deified dead men or demons.  Gen. 35:2,4

69. We recognize that there are no such things as gods and that the only God is the God of Heaven, the God of the Bible.  ICor. 8:5-6

70. However, behind the pagan idols/gods of the nations are demons, the supernatural enemies of God and mankind that desire to enslave people to their viewpoint.

71. The New American Standard mistranslates the phrase those who acknowledge him since the Hebrew actually says, with a foreign god, who he has acknowledged/recognized.
72. It does not appear that the Antichrist will recognize anyone as being greater than he is, so one must conclude that this foreign god is his humanistic system of Luciferian politics, religion, supernatural activities, and world domination.

73. However, the fact is that the ultimate foreign god will become involved in this; at the mid-point of Daniel’s 70th week, Satan is ejected from Heaven, confined to planet earth, and gives his power to the Antichrist.  Rev. 12:2

74. In actuality, two distinct things are happening in the life of Antichrist; he is exalting mankind to the ultimate limit, renouncing everything spiritual along the way, and Satan is using all his spiritual power to further the cause of this man.

75. In effect, when Antichrist honors his system, he is honoring Satan in his ignorance!

76. The final portion of verse 39 indicates that certain people will be exalted through the reign of this man and that they will occupy great positions of authority, apparently protected from any outside attacks.  Rev. 17:12

77. They will rule the world under the authority of the beast, only as the Antichrist sees fit to allow their rule.

78. He is the unnamed subject that will parcel out/distribute land for a price, indicating that Antichrist will use his political power to apportion various areas of his kingdom to those he chooses.

79. Further, the price must be quite high, and we can expect that only the elite rich will be wealthy enough to purchase the right to rule over a specific area.

80. This obviously brings considerably more wealth to the coffers of the Antichrist, who exemplifies the truth of Jesus’ words in Matt. 16:26, what will a man be profited if he gains the whole world (and this man will), and forfeits his soul?
81. However, while it may appear that this man will be completely dominant, he will have his share of problems as indicated in the following verses.

11:40 "And at the end time the king of the South will collide with him, and the king of the North will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen, and with many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them, and pass through.  

{waw + pref. b + m.s.n. t[e—m.s.n. #qe—king of the neghebh—Hithpael impf. 3ms xg:n" to gore or thrust at, metaph. to engage in war—prep. ~[I + 3ms suff.—king of the north—waw + Hithpael impf. 3ms r[;f' in Qal to whirl like a wind, Hithpael, to storm—prep. l[; + 3ms suff. lit. over him—pref. b + m.s.n. bk,r, war chariot, collective sing.—waw + pref. b + m.p.n. vr'P' horsemen—waw + pref. b + f.p.n. hY"nIa\ ships—f.p.adj. br;--wc + Qal pf. 3ms awOB—pref. b + f.p.n. #r,a, lands, countries, nations—wc + Qal pf. 3ms @j;v' to overflow, used of invading armies—wc + Qal pf. 3ms rb;[' pass over or through}     

11:41 "He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon.  {wc + Qal pf. 3ms awOB—pref. b + f.s.n. #r,a,--d.a. + m.s.n. ybic. beautiful, decorated, glorious, same as Dan. 10:16, see Ezek. 20:6—waw + f.p.adj. br;--Niphal impf. 3mp lv;K' stumble, stagger, fig. of Divine overthrow—waw  m.p.adj. hL,ae—Niphal impf. 3mp jl;m' lit. to slip away, to escape—pref. m + f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. dy"—prop. names ~Ada/ Edom, red—ba'Am  Moab, from the father—waw + f.s.n. tyviare lit. the beginning, the first, the chief or foremost—m.p.n.c. !Be--!AM[;} 

Exposition vs. 40-41

1. As interpreters continue to notice, there is no possibility of attempting to tie the details here recorded to the know career of Antiochus Epiphanes.

2. Furthermore, the obvious shift in time is doubly emphasized by the introductory words of verse 40, at the end time.
3. Therefore, like the other portions of this prophecy, we must look to the actual situations that exist at the time of the end in order to interpret the passage and identify the players involved.

4. The unidentified pronoun he/him used throughout the final verses of this chapter all refer to the Antichrist.

5. The other players must be identified by their modern names and not by the names that were used during the near fulfillment in the time of Antiochus.

6. This passage now reinforces the concept that war is going to be an inevitable part of the human experience until the return of Christ to establish peace.  Matt. 24:6-8

7. This verse introduces us to the beginning of the final conflict, called by many WWIII, which will culminate in the destruction of the Antichrist and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.  Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45, 7:11; IIThess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19-20

8. The King of the South, which had been identified consistently as the Ptolemaic dynastic rulers in Egypt cannot be found in any recorded warfare by Jewish or Gentile sources.

9. He is clearly the representative leader of the power that resides south of Israel, and must be interpreted as Egypt and its allies at the time of the end.

10. There can be little doubt that Egypt, a strongly Muslim country, will have many that side with it against Israel; a reality we are presently observing.

11. The Arabian and North African coasts, which are comprised of Libya, Egypt, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Yemen are all south of Israel and all are strongly Muslim nations, or have a large Muslim minority.

12. Since the Antichrist makes a covenant to protect Israel, following the destruction of the US, these nations will begin to vent their wrath and frustration against him.

13. This anger regarding Israeli support has already been manifested in our time, with many Arab/Muslim nations putting pressure on the US to withdraw support for the Jews.

14. We can expect Arab/Muslim frustrations to continue to mount as we support the right of Israel to exist as an independent state.

15. Further, the Luciferian, humanistic religion of Antichrist, which will undoubtedly exalt Antichrist above Mohammed and Allah, will probably not set too well with the exponents of Islam.

16. Their problems with Antichrist would then appear to come on two main fronts, the political, and the religious.

17. The King of the North has consistently referred to the Syrian dynasty, established by the Seleucids, but which disappeared from history when Rome conquered it in about 66 BC.

18. The latter-day King of the North is identified for us in other prophetic portions of the Word of God, and refers to Russia and its allies.  Jere. 50:3,9; Ezek. 38:3-6,15

a. Gog is the ruler of modern Russia

b. The land of Magog refers to a descendant of Japheth (Gen. 10:2), whose descendants predominate in modern Russia; it is also a general name for the country between the Black and Caspian Seas, north of the Caucasus Mountains.

c. Meshech, another son of Japheth and progenitor of the Muscovite tribes that now inhabit Russia.

d. Tubal, another son of Japheth, progenitor of the Iberians, Georgians, Cappadocians, and other Asiatic races.

e. Persian occupies modern day Iran.

f. Cush refers to the lands just south of Egypt and encompasses the Sudan and Ethiopia.

g. Put refers to the nation of Libya, just west of Egypt.

h. Gomer, another son of Japheth, father of the ancient Galatians and Phrygians, who later migrated to the north, the modern Cimmerians, in Crimea.

i. Beth-togarmah, was a descendant of Japheth through Gomer, and became a city-state named Tilgarimmu in eastern Asia Minor, modern day Turkey.

19. The respective strengths of the two forces that come against Antichrist may be seen in the verbs that are used to depict their attack.

a. The king of the South is viewed as butting, employing the same verb as Daniel 8:4

b. The king of the North is viewed as being a more formidable force, employing a verb that means to be tempestuous like the wind of a tornado or hurricane.

20. In both cases, it is clear that the king of the South and the king of the North instigate the military actions against Israel, which are viewed as attacks against the Antichrist.

21. This battle is not to be confused with other battles that will occur during Daniel's 70th week, including the destruction of the US, and the first battle when Russia and its allies attack Israel.  Isa. 13,21; Jere. 50-51; Ezek 38

22. The exact political causes of these confrontations are not suggested in any way, but the large amount of troops and armaments is clearly implied by the use of chariots, cavalry, and many ships.
23. As is consistent in prophetic writings, we must interpret the Bible in the time it was written and attempt to find the modern counterpart of these items.

24. Chariots and cavalry emphasize the mobile aspects of warfare and would refer to such things as tanks, helicopters, transport planes, etc.

25. Ships obviously refer to the nautical aspects of warfare and would deal with anything from the smallest pontoon boat for landing troops to the largest battleships.

26. What is obvious here is that the king of the North does not employ anything that is not considered conventional means of warfare.

27. This is accounted for by the fact that the Soviet power had expended its nuclear arsenal (arrows of fire) against the US, and lost a large portion of its military during the invasion of Israel.  Jere. 50:14; Isa. 13:8; Ezek. 37

28. This passage again does not provide any of the political, financial, religious, or military scenarios that bring these attacks; it merely informs us that they will come.

29. However, their combined forces will not be able to defeat the Antichrist, who will possess extraordinary political/military intelligence via his computer network, and who also will be privy to satanic/demonic knowledge.

30. Once again, the flood metaphor is used to communicate the reality of his military success as the Antichrist enters countries, overflows them, and passes through.
31. His military exploits will eventually bring him into the land of Israel, which is referred to by the term Beautiful Land.  Dan. 8:9, 11:16

32. His entrance into the Beautiful Land is very likely in response to the Soviet aggression against Israel.

33. It certainly appears that this is the result of his treaty with the nation, probably signed very soon after the destruction of the US.

34. When God supernaturally destroys the combined Soviet forces on the mountains of Israel, Antichrist will no doubt take credit for their defeat, further solidifying his hold on the Jews.

35. We are not told specifically which countries will fall, but are provided information about certain others that would be conquered by the Antichrist in verses 42-43.

36. If Antichrist were coming from the West, which it appears he must do, nations that are not allied with the EU would certainly be candidates for his wrath.

37. This would likely include the Balkan nations, Turkey, and Syria, who all appear to be allied against Israel at present.

38. Some political/national entities are delivered from his wrath, and those include Edom, Moab, and the foremost of the sons of Ammon.
39. Edom, Moab, and the descendants of Ammon all resided east of the Jordan River and generally populated the area now occupied by modern Jordan.

40. Most likely, this is due to the fact that these are the exact places that adjusted Jews will flee to when they see the abomination of desolation.  Matt. 24:15-16

41. It would appear that the people of these regions are instrumental in helping the believing Jews at that time, who have been excluded from the economic system of the world by their refusal to take the mark.  Rev. 13:16-17

42. It is evident from the judgment of the sheep and the goats that many are tested during this time and their doctrine is demonstrated by their treatment of the Jews.  Matt. 25:31-46

43. That the remnant would be assembled in Edom, following their departure from Jerusalem, is anticipated by the appearance of the Messiah in Edom/Petra/Bozrah.  Micah 2:12

44. From His arrival at the Second Advent, Jesus Christ will continue to the west, defeating and destroying all His enemies.  Isa. 63:1-6

11:42 "Then he will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape.  {waw + Qal impf. 3ms xl;v' lit. to send or send out—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. dy"—pref. b + f.p.n. #r,a, lands, countries—waw + f.s.n. #r,a,--~yIr;c.mi—neg.  al{ + Qal impf. 3fs hy"h'—pref. l + f.s.n. hj'yleP. escape, deliverance} 
11:43 "But he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his heels.  

{wc + Qal pf. 3ms lv;m' rule over, have dominion—pref. b + m.p.n.c. !m'K.mi hidden, stored up—d.a. + m.s.n. bh'z"—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. @s,K,--waw + pref. b + m.s.n. lKo—f.p.n.c. dWmx' desirable things, valuable or precious things--~yIr;c.mi—waw + prop. name plural  bWl the Libyans—waw + pl. name yviWK Ethiopians—pref. b + m.p.n.c. + 3ms suff. d['c.mi lit. in his steps}
11:44 "But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath to destroy and annihilate many.  {waw + f.p.n. h['Wmv. lit. something that has been heard, news, reports, rumors—pref. m + m.s.n. xr'z>mi the place of sunrise, the East—waw + pref. m + f.s.n. !Apc' hidden, North—Piel impf. 3mp + 3ms suff. lh;B' to disturb, alarm or terrify one, usually from news that is unxpected, threatening or disturbing, also has the nuance of hastening or speeding up—wc + Qal pf. 3ms ac'y" to go out or go forth—pref. b + f.s.n. hm'xe hot, heated, burning anger, rage—f.s.adj. lAdG"—pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. dm;v' to destroy or annihilate, usually through warfare or mass destruction—waw + pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. ~r;x'  to utterly or completely destroy something—m.p.adj. br;} 
11:45 "And he will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.  {waw + Qal impf. 3ms [j;n" lit. to plant, fig. to pitch a tent, to drive a nail—m.p.n.c. lh,ao tents or dwelling places—m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. !d,P,a; 1X, Persian loan word, palace, royal dwelling—prep.  !yBe between—m.p.n. ~y" seas—pref. l + m.s.n. rh; mountain—m.s.n.c. ybic. beautiful, glorious—m.s.n. vd,qo holiness, sacredness—wc + Qal pf. 3ms awOB—prep. d[; + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. #qe as far as his end—waw + adv. !yIa; there does not exist—Qal act.part.m.s. rz:[' one to help or support—pref. l + 3ms suff.}  

Exposition vs. 42-45

1. The first portion of Daniel's 70th week is characterized by a relative calm, which deludes the world into believing that everything is fine.

2. Antichrist will be busy in the EU consolidating his power base and will eventually conquer three of the dissenting nations from that union.  Dan. 7:8

3. His power base will be the region in and around Europe, which will suddenly become the economic, political, and military center of the world following the destruction of the US.  Rev. 18:9ff

4. Sometime during the first portion of Daniel's 70th week, the Antichrist and the ten European leaders will engage in an unannounced warfare against the Roman Catholic Church.  Rev. 17:15-18

5. Following the destruction of the US (probably within months), Antichrist will enter a seven-year treaty with the nation of Israel, offering them protection in exchange for recognition as their Messiah.

6. At the midpoint of Daniel's 70th week, Satan and his angels are ejected from the third Heaven and confined to planet earth.  Rev. 12:7-9

7. At that point, Satan possesses the Antichrist, a man that is quite evil to begin with; and instigates an all out persecution of the Jews.  Rev. 12:13,17

8. With the appearance of the abomination of desolation, the Antichrist taking his seat in the Temple of God, displaying himself as being God, the adjusted Jews are commanded to vacate Jerusalem and run for the hills.  Dan. 9:27; IIThess. 2:4; Matt. 24:15-16

9. Again, the middle of Daniel's 70th week is the actual beginning point of the Day of the Lord, introducing a great tribulation, a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time.  Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21

10. This period of history 30:7is time is called great tribulation and is synonymous with the time of Jacob’s trouble/distress.
11. The complete persecution of the Jews, coupled with the economic system of the Antichrist, will finally shatter the power of the Holy People.  Dan. 12:7

12. Then the remnant of the Jews that are positive (apparently about one-third of them) will call to the Lord, recognizing Jesus Christ as their true and only Messiah.  Zech. 13:8-9

13. From their hiding places in Edom/Petra, the Jews will be totally surrounded, without help, and without hope when they call to their God.

14. This eventuates in the Second Advent, Jesus Christ coming from Heaven to the region of Edom to deliver His people.  Rev. 19:11-16; Isa. 34:6, 63:1-6; Rev. 14:14-20

15. However, our verses deal with the time immediately preceding these events, when Antichrist will begin his march to conquer the world.

16. He will come from the West, and eventually will attack other unspecified nations before moving into Africa to attack Egypt.

17. The force of the statement that he will stretch out his hand is expressive of the fact that he seizes, or takes possession, of them.

18. We know that the coalition of nations in the South will be headed by Egypt, indicating that they are the foremost political/military power in that group.

19. His victory will result in the plundering of the massive wealth that has been accumulated by these Islamic nations over the course of their history.

20. Apparently, the Egyptians are selling us a bill of goods today, since it is evident from the text that they have hidden treasures of gold and silver.
21. There is some question as to the force of the phrase will follow at his heels, which is actually wyd'['c.miB (bemits ‘adhayw), and means in his steps.
22. The term may be taken to mean that these nations of Libya and Ethiopia are in the path that he is going to take and they will fall along with Egypt.
23. More likely though, the term has the sense that these nations will be conquered and will submit to the Antichrist as prisoners of war.
24. However, the overwhelming victories over the Islamic forces to the south will be short lived, and reports from the East and North will disturb him.
25. The report that Antichrist hears from the East will be that the Kings of the East have massed their military machine of 200,000,000 men and are preparing to invade the Middle East.  Rev. 16:12, 9:16
26. The Euphrates has always been a barrier for any army coming from the East, extending from modern Turkey to the Persian Gulf, naturally forming a separation between the Arabian Peninsula and the East.
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Some dramatic prophetic developments regarding the Euphrates River have occurred in the country of Turkey, who is engaged in the largest development project ever undertaken in that nation, and one of the biggest of its kind in the world.

28. This multi-sector project includes 13 major projects that are primarily devoted to providing irrigation and hydropower generation.

29. The project envisions the construction of 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric power plants on the Euphrates and Tigris rivers and their tributaries.

30. The Southeastern Anatolia Development Project (GAP in Turkish) has created a great deal of resentment from Syria, Iraq, and others that rely on the waters from these rivers.

31. This basin is one of the most politically unstable regions on the planet, and water plays an important role in that area.

32. Bear in mind that the two witnesses will have the power to smite these regions with drought, further exacerbating tensions in the Middle East.  Rev. 11:6

33. The largest and newest reservoir was created by construction of the Ataturk Dam. 

34. This dam was named for Kemal Ataturk, the Turkish leader who enjoyed tremendous success ruling and helping modernize Turkey during the first half of the 20th century.

35. The Ataturk Dam is the largest structure ever built in Turkey for irrigation and hydropower generation. It is located on the Euphrates River and constitutes the key unit in the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP).

36. The newest project under way that the Turkey government has started is the Birecik dam, and on November 18, 1996, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller signed a major financing agreement construction of what will be the fourth largest dam and hydro-electric power station on the Euphrates River.

37. The dam began filling the reservoir during April/May, 2000 and the waters had already submerged two local villages.

38. With these two dams, Turkey will have the capability of completely stopping the flow of the Euphrates River, thus clearing the way for the massive armies of the Chinese Communists to move into the Middle East.

39. As if that wasn’t enough, Antichrist hears reports that the Russians and their allies are massing for an invasion on the Middle East at the same time.

40. This invasion is prophesied in Ezekiel 38-39 and appears to be the invasion for the final battle in the valley of Meggido.

a. This Russians lose this battle when the Lord supernaturally defeats them.  Ezek 38:18-23, 39:7-8,21

b. This battle is characterized by a strange gathering of the birds of the sky and the beasts of the field.  Ezek. 39:4,17-20; Rev. 19:17,21

c. The initial battle will be between the Antichrist and his forces, Russia and its allies, and the massive Oriental army.

d. They will be fighting one another when Jesus Christ appears and they all begin to fight Him together. Ezek 38:21; Haggai 2:21-22

41. The Antichrist will move toward the north and reach the land of Israel; the Russians and allies will move toward the south, while the Chicomm will move across the Euphrates toward the west.

42. All the armies will converge on the valley of Meggido for the last battle for supremacy in the world.

43. This battle is known as Armageddon, and is foretold in Rev. 14:14-20, 16:13-16, and 19:17-19.

44. It will involve massive, unprecedented warfare by the nations, tremendous, cataclysmic judgments by God, and the final slaughter by Jesus Christ Himself.  Ezek. 38:22; Isa. 66:16; Jere. 25:31

45. The Antichrist will be initially successful, as seen by the comment in verse 44 that he will go forth with great wrath for the purpose of destroying and annihilating many.
46. His progress will take him into Israel, where he will bivouac between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain.
47. The phrase is vague enough to leave some doubt as to the actual location in view since there are three seas: the Mediterranean, the Sea of Galilee, and the Dead Sea.

48. In any case he will not be far from Jerusalem as seen in the reference to the Holy Mountain.

49. The passage ends abruptly with this obituary that he will come to his end, and no one will help him.

50. This is a reference to the supernatural destruction of Antichrist by Jesus Christ when He returns at the Second Advent, effectively crushing all Gentile world powers and establishing the Millennial Kingdom.  Dan. 2:45; Lk. 21:24; Isa. 9:6-7
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